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Delaware Historical Society Announces Digital Collection Showcasing
WWII Aviation History and Life on the Home Front

“An American Family in World War II: The Minker Family Letters” includes more than 650
letters now available online for historians, educators, and aviators.

Wilmington, Delaware — November 8, 2024 — The Delaware Historical Society announces the
digitization of “An American Family in World War II: The Minker Family Letters,” a rich source of first-
hand experiences from pilot training, flight missions, and life on the Home Front during World War II.

The Minker Collection, comprised of 656 letters and a B-17 pilot’s military scrapbook, is now available
as a free online resource for the public, including historians, educators, and aviators.

With support from the Minker family and a team of volunteers, the original letters and the military
scrapbook of B-17 pilot Ralph L. “Lee” Minker, Jr. were scanned, transcribed, and indexed into a
comprehensive digital collection that provides a detailed picture of World War II through one family’s
correspondence. Accessible at https://dehistory.org/minker-family-letters/, this resource includes scans of
the original letters as well as transcriptions of each letter, a user guide, and detailed index providing
researchers with the tools to access material by topic, name, aircraft or date. Minker's letters document
flights with the Piper J-3 Cub, PT-17 Stearman, Vultee BT-13, Cessna AT-17, and the B-17G.

The Minker Collection presents letters written by the five members of the Minker family between 1943
and 1945 while Lee Minker, Jr. served in the Army Air Corps. The lively and engaging correspondence
offers a detailed look at the American experience in the military and on the Home Front during World
War II through the words of one family.

“What really sets this Collection apart is its completeness,” said Delaware Historical Society Chief
Curator Leigh Rifenburg. “There are nearly 700 letters between members of the same family, and we
have not only the letters but the responses. When you read them in order, they almost read as a novel.
That’s one of the reasons that we felt it was a great candidate for digitization and wanted to make sure as
many people and as many audiences as possible had access to this material.”

The collection was donated to Delaware Historical Society by the Minker family in 1998 for preservation
and digitization. With online accessibility, this collection presents a personal, detailed version of one
family’s experience during World War II that keeps this history alive for future generations.
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About the Delaware Historical Society

The Delaware Historical Society is a non-profit organization that preserves, promotes, and shares
Delaware's history to educate, inspire, and empower people and communities. The Delaware Historical
Society owns and operates the Delaware History Museum; the Jane and Littleton Mitchell Center for
African American Heritage; a nationally recognized Research Library; Old Town Hall; Willingtown
Square, four 18th-century houses surrounding a picturesque urban courtyard located in downtown
Wilmington; and the National Historic Landmark Read House & Gardens located in New Castle. For
more information, call (302) 655-7161, email deinfo(@dehistory.org, or visit www.dehistory.org.

Facebook: @dehistory
Instagram: @delawarehistoricalsociety
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