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Index to the Minker Family Collection 

Created November 2022 by Sandra O’Connell (Mrs. Ralph L. Minker Jr.) 
 

B-17  See Army Air Corps, Blue Hen Chick, and Planes 
 

447th Bomb Group 5 topics, 18 citations 

   Battle of the Bulge LM_19441222_1, LM_19450121_1, LM_19450124_1 

   In letters LM_19441029_1, LM_19441105_1, LM_19441122_1, LM_19441219_3 
LM_19450703_1, LM_19450720_1, EM_19441010_3 

   Mission Photos Scrapbook_ 34, 38, 39, 41, 42 

   News articles Scrapbook_29, 30 

   Photos on base Scrapbook_45 

 

Army Air Corps 8 topics, 79 citations 

   B-17 training LM_19440403_2, LM_19440425_1, LM_19440430_1, LM_19440703_1 
LM_19440709_3, LM_19440713_1, LM_19440718_3, LM_19440725_2 
LM_19440728_1, LM_19440825_1, LM_19440829_1, LM_19440917_1 
Scrapbook_27, Scrapbook_58  

   basic training LM_19440102_4, LM_19440130_4, LM_19440201_1, LM_19440229_2 

   pre-flight training LM_19430422_1, LM_19430519_1. LM_19430524_2, LM_19430529_1 

LM_19430606_1. LM_19430612_1, Scrapbook_7, 8 

   classification school LM_19430624_1,2,  LM_19430627_1, LM_19430704_1, LM_19430706_1 

LM_19440102_1, RM_19430719_1,  Scrapbook_10-14,  Scrapbook_22 

   flight training LM_19430712_1, LM_19430722_1, LM_19430803_1, LM_19430815_1 
LM_19430827_1, LM_19430829_1, LM_19431128_2, LM_19440102_2 
LM_19440109_1, LM_19440110_3, LM_19440206_4, LM_19440214_4 
LM_19440219_1,2, LM_19440305_1, LM_19440123_1 EM_19440128_2  
Scrapbook_58 

   graduation LM_19440116_3, LM_19440206_2, EM_19440308_1, SM_19440305_1, 
RM_19440322_1, Scrapbook_22 

   pay  LM_19440405_1, LM_19430419_1, LM_19430430_1, LM_19430606_2 
LM_19440229_2, LM_19440417_2, LM_19440430_4, LM_19440802_1 
LM_19440825_2  

EM_19430716_1, EM_19441010_1,   EM_19441130_1, EM_19450115_1, 
EM_19450119_1, EM_19450314_1, EM_19450316_1,  BM_19430409_1, 

   uniforms  LM_19440102_4, LM_19440130_4, LM_19440201_1, LM_19440229_2 

RM_19440202_2 

 

A.I. duPont High School  1 topic, 6 citations 

 SM_19440113_4, SM_19430311_2, SM_19440914_3  
LM_19440725_3, LM_19430515_1, LM_19430616_2 
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Blue Hen Chick  13 topics, 64 citations 

   B17 43-38719A  

 

LM_19441105_1, LM_19441231_1, LM_19450305_1,  LM_19450311_4 
LM_19450319_7, RM_19450419_1, EM_19441120_1,  EM_19450119_1 

Scrapbook_60, Scrapbook_69, 70,71, Scrapbook_31,32,  

   Crew Members    

     Dodge, Gordon P.  LM_19440929_2, EM_19441002_1, Scrapbook_31,36 

     Larsen, Olaf LM_19450516_2, EM_19450504_1, EM_19450519_1,  

SM_19450506_2, SM_19450521_3,  Scrapbook_ 27,31, 37, 70  

     McKay, Harold LM_19450305_3, Scrapbook_ 27,31,37 

     Minker, Ralph LM_19440709_2, LM_19440713_1, LM_19441029_1, LM_19450104_1 
EM_19450122_2, EM_19450125_1,  LM_19450212_4 

Scrapbook_ 27, 31,26, 

     Pitts, Wesley M. LM_19440802_1, EM_19450201_1, Scrapbook_ 27,31,36,70 

     Rohl, Arthur D. LM_19440703_1, LM_19440929_2, EM_19441002_1, Scrapbook_27 

     Rosiala, John  LM_19440802_1, LM_19450305_3, Scrapbook_ 27,31, 36, Scrapbook_70 

     Shannon, James LM_19440709_2, Scrapbook_ 27,31,36 

     Shepherd, Max LM_19440709, LM_19450305_3, Scrapbook_ 27,31,37 

     Trambly, Joseph LM_19440802_1, Scrapbook_ 27,31,37 

   Photos Scrapbook_2, Scrapbook_31, Scrapbook_36,37 

 

Brandywiners 1 topic, 11 citations 

 BM_19440720_2, BM_19440726_1, BM_1945060_1  

EM_19440605_1, EM_19450608_1, EM_19450616_1, EM_19450704_5 

EM_19450710_1, SM_19440730_2, SM_19450530_3, LM_19450706_3 

 

Casualties 9 topics, 21 citations 

   Deakyne, Clarence SM_19440531_ 6, SM_19440827_3  

   duPont, Richard EM_19430914_ 1 

   Durman, Bob BM_19450508_3, EM_19450507_2 

   Gassaway, Frederick EM_19440828_ 5 

   Harding, Ramon SM_19440914_2, BM_19441011_1 

   Inscho, Leland BM_19440114_1, LM_19440518_5, EM_19450216_1, EM_19450528_1 

SM_19450530_3 

   Stille, Arthur LM19430420_2, RM_19430416_2 

   Todd, Phillip EM_19430423_1 

   Wally Wroten EM_19441111_1, LM_19441122_1, EM_19441213_1, EM_19450611_1 

BM_19450609_2 
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Civil Defense 3 topics, 10 citations 

   air raids EM_19430628_1, EM_19430930_1, EM_19440117_1 

SM_19430703_3, BM_194312xx_1 

  German submarines EM_19441229_1   
 

  Minker, Sr. defense  
warden 

RM_19430303_3, RM_19430512_1, RM_19430912_1, RM_19440122_2 

 

 

Delaware Servicemen – See DHS archives for references to the 131 Delaware servicemen mentioned 
in the Minker letters. 

 

Election - 1944 5 topics, 14 citations 

   Dewey RM_19441008_1, LM_19440629_2 

   Roosevelt LM_19440417_2, LM_19441108_1 

EM_19441028_1, EM_19441106_1,EM_19441109_1, SM_19441107_1 

   The vote BM_19441101_1, EM_19441020_2, EM_19441103_1, LM_19441108_1 

   Truman EM_19441109_1, EM_19450418_1 

   Wilkie EM_19440406_1, EM_19441103_1 

 

 

England 1 topic, 12 citations 

 LM_19441018_1, LM_19441114_2, LM_19441219_1, LM_19450212_1 

LM_19450319_7, LM_19450516_2, LM_19450626_1, LM_19450706_1 

EM_19441205_1, EM_19450706_1, Scrapbook_47, Scrapbook_51-53  

 

Ferris School 5 topics, 31 citations 

   administration RM_19430512_2,  RM_19430821_1,  EM_19440123_1,  EM-19450404_1 

   boys in service RM_ 19430416_2   

EM_19430418_1,  EM_19440412_1, EM_1945021_1, EM_19450312_1  

   Family Court Bill, EM_19441229_2, EM_19450214_1, EM_19450318_1, EM_19450326_1 

EM_19450412_1, EM_19450418_1 

   problem boys BM_ 19440131_2, RM_ 19431003_1, RM_19450217_1 

EM_19450117_1,  EM_19450430_1, EM_19450712_1 

   staffing problems RM_ 19430411_2, RM_ 19430523_2, LM_19450212_4  

EM_19430720_1, EM_19440108_1, EM_19440128_1, EM_19441227_1 
EM_19450201_1, EM_19450430_1, EM_19450820_1 

 

France 1 topic, 4 citations 

 LM_19440816_1, EM_19440821_1, EM_19440825_1, Scrapbook_40 
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Grace United Methodist 
Church, Wilmington, DE 

1 topic, 13 citations 

 BM_19430423_1, SM_19430718_2, SM_19430420_2 

RM_19430424_1, RM_19430501_2, RM_19430719_2 

LM_19450212_3, LM_19440214_2, LM_19440425_2 

EM_19441211_1, EM_19450326_1, EM_19450507_2, EM_19450514_1 

 

Germany 4 topics, 35 citations 

   Battle of the Bulge EM_19441117_2, EM_19441221_1, EM_19441229_1 

LM_19450121_1, RM_19450510_1 

   bombing LM_19450527_ 2-3, EM_19440405_1, EM_19441103_1, Scrapbook_41-42  

   D-Day invasion EM_19440425_1, EM_19440608_1, LM_19440430_2, BM_19440606_2  

   progress of the war EM_19440605_1, EM_19440722_1, EM_19441130_1, EM_19441207_3 

EM_19441218_1, EM_19450115_1, EM_19450129_1,EM_19450205_1 
EM_19450326_1, EM_19450329_1, EM_19450409_2, EM_19450504_1  

LM_19430508_1, LM_19441222_2, LM_19440816_1, LM_19450311_1  

RM_19430512_1,2, RM_19430523_2, RM_19450320_1, RM_19450510_1 
SM_19450506_2 

 

Homefront News 6 topics, 13 citations 

   draft EM_19440516_2, EM19450323_1  

   Elkton, Md Explosion EM_19430514_1 

   polio EM_19440901_2, SM_19441011_1 

   POWs EM_19431015_1, SM_19440730_2 

   race RM_194309xx_2, LM_19430624_2, LM_19440519_4, SM_19430623_1 

   strikes LM_19430602_1, EM_19440420_2 

 

Italy 1 topic, 4 citations 

 EM_19430726_1, EM_19430903_2, EM_19430910_1, EM_19430914_1 

 

Japan, War in the Pacific 2 topics, 16 citations 

   Eighth Air Force LM_19440825_2, LM_19450311_1, EM_19450501_1, EM_19450528_1   

   progress of the war LM_19430508_2, LM_19450425_1  
EM_19441010_3, EM_19441026_1, EM_19450216_1, EM_19450226_2 
EM_19450321_1, EM_19450406_1, EM_19450528_1, EM_19450816_2 
BM_19450508_1, RM_19450502_1 
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Minker, Edna 5 topics, 38 citations 

    holiday celebrations EM_19431126_1, EM_19440813_1, EM_19441215_1, EM_19441218_1, 
EM_19441225_1-3 

    mother’s hopes EM_19430306_2, EM_19430326_2, EM_19440330_2, EM_19441007_1 

EM_19441125_1, EM_19441225_1, EM_19450109_1, EM_19450115_1 
EM_19450214_1, EM_19450219_1,EM_19450402_1, EM_19450409_2 
EM_19450412_1, EM_19450516_1, EM_19450528_1, EM_19450616_1 
EM_19450622_1, EM_19450712_1, EM_19450816_3, EM_19450821_1 
EM_19450824_1 

   political views EM_19450422_1, EM_19450425_1, EM_19450706_1 

   pride EM_19430621_2, EM_19430709_1, EM_19430816_1, EM_19440330_2 
EM_19441229_2, EM_19451001_1 

   United War Fund EM_19440909_2, EM_19441002_2, EM_19441013_1 

 

 

Minker Family 2 topics, 13 citations 

   calls/letters BM_19430409_1, BM_19430920_1 

EM_19430403_1, EM_19430514_1, EM_19430922_1, EM_19431229_1 
LM_19430606_1, LM_19430616_1, LM_19430712_1, LM_19450825_1 

RM_19430303_1, RM_19430512_1  

   family photos Scrapbook_23 

 

Minker, Ralph ”Lee”, pilot    6 topics, 30 citations 

    awards EM_19450109_1, EM_19450207_1, EM_19450219_1, EM_19450423_1 

LM_19450524_2, Scrapbook_57, Scrapbook_59, Scrapbook_67 

   leadership LM_19440322_2, LM_19440709_1, LM_19440929_2, LM_19450305_1 

   missions LM_19440917_1, LM_19440929_3, LM_19441018_1, LM_19441021_2 

LM_19441122_2,LM_19441222_1, LM_19441222_1, LM_19450121_1, 
LM_19450124_1, LM_19450305_1, LM_19450319_1-6 

   news articles Scrapbook_49, Scrapbook_65 

   photos Scrapbook_27, Scrapbook_44, Scrapbook_56 

   promotions EM_19441227_1, EM_19450531_1 

 

Planes 6 topics, 20 citations 

   AT-17 LM_19440102_1, LM_19440120_1, Scrapbook_21 

   B-17 LM_19440403_1, LM_19440713_2, LM_19440825_2 

Scrapbook_25, Scrapbook_ 40, 50, 59, 67 

   B-25 LM_19440120_3 

   Piper Cub LM_19430524_1,2,  Scrapbook_7 

   Stearman PT-17 LM_19430827_1, Scrapbook_15, 17, 18 

   Vultee BT-13 Scrapbook_19 



Page 6 of 7 
 

Post War 1 topic, 9 citations 

 EM_19450706_1 

Scrapbook_28, Scrapbook_56, Scrapbook_58, Scrapbook_59,  
Scrapbook_60, Scrapbook_67, Scrapbook_73, Scrapbook_64 

 

Rationing 4 topics, 25 citations 

    coal EM_19430720_1, EM_19450205_1, EM_19450219_1 

    film LM_19441030_2, LM_19450130_3, LM_19450706_3 
EM_19440204_1, EM_19440930_1, EM_19441122_1, EM_19450406_1 
SM_19440714_2,  BM_19450226_1 

   food BM_19430313_1, BM_19430423_2, BM_19450409_1, SM_19430718_1 
EM_19440404_1, EM_19440920_2 

   gas and oil EM_19430521_1, EM_19430722_1, EM_19430824_1, EM19450205_1 
EM19450622_1, EM19450816_2 EM19450818_1, EM_19450219_1 
SM_19430718_3 

 

Sports 3 topics, 11 citations 

   Blue Bombers RM_19431024_3, RM_19431209_2, RM_19440214_1 

LM_19440214_2, LM_19450428_1 

   Blue Rocks LM_19440518_4, LM_19450124_4, LM_19450825_1 

   Philadelphia A’s RM_19430411_2, RM_19431003_2. RM_19450419_1 

 

Taylor, Julia (Lee Minker’s WWII sweetheart)   2 topics, 18 citations 

   Letters from Lee LM_19430317_1, LM_19430420_2, LM_19430606_2, LM_19430627_2 

LM_19430701_2, LM_19440208_1, LM_19440305_3, LM_19440709_5 

LM_19440917_4, LM_19450130_4, LM_19450524_2, LM_19450624_1 

   Letters from family RM_19430424_2, BM_19450709_2  

EM_19440117_2, EM_19441213_1, SM_19450607_1, EM_19450710_1 

 

Tower Hill High School 1 Topic, 6 citations 

 BM_19440616_2, BM_19440825_1, LM_19440829_2, LM_19441128_1 

EM_19450614_1, EM_19450702_1 

 

V-E Day, Victory in 
Europe 

1 topic, 6 citations 

 LM_19450425_1, LM_19450508_1, EM_19450507_1, BM_19450508_1 
SM_19450521_1, Scrapbook_49 

 

V-J Day, Victory in Japan 1 topic, 3 citations 

 BM_19450816_1,2,  EM_19450816_1, LM_19450817_1 
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War Bond drives 1 topic, 20 citations 

 RM_19450106_1, 3, RM_19450129_2 

LM_19430401_2, LM_19440201_3, LM_19440405_1, LM_19440518_3 
LM_19440728_2, LM_19440804_1, LM_19441103_1 

EM_19430716_1, EM_19440120_2, EM_19440731_1, EM_19441013_1 
EM_19441109_2, EM_19450205_1, EM_19450409_1, EM_19450422_1 
EM_19450425_1, EM_19450514_1, EM_19450516_1 

 

Wilmington, DE:  See A. I. duPont and Tower Hill High School, Brandywiners, civil defense, Ferris School, 
Grace United Methodist Church, rationing, sports, and war bond drives 

 

Women 5 topics, 21 citations 

   Garner, Miss SM_19430710_1 

   Horner, Miss EM_19430614_1, EM_19440412_1, BM_19430708_3, SM_19440531_4  
 

   McBanes, Irma SM_19450607_3  

   Lamb, Miss  BM_19430327_2-3, BM_19431118_2, SM_19430324_2, SM_19431009_3 

   working BM_19430315_2, BM_19430804_1, BM_19450601_1, RM_19440716_1 
EM_19430514_1, EM_19430614_1, EM_19430621_1, EM_19440421_1 
EM_19451001_1, SM_19430710_2, SM_19450607_3  

 


