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February 19, 1945 

Lee,

...It was announced by Drew Pearson on the radio last night that night 

baseball would definitely be out this summer.  This being the case I don’t 

see how Wilmington could have a team. On account of the coal shortage 

we are asked to save electricity and no store in Wilmington is now 

allowed to display any electric signs or have windows lit up. 

Mother 







Tuesday morning

July 20, 1943
Dear Lee:

...We are having some difficult getting coupons for oil here at the 

school. Word has never come thru as to whether it is necessary for 

us to convert back to coal or not, but in the meantime we keep using 

oil for laundry, hot water etc. There is always so much red tape to go 

thru in such matters.

Washington cottage plays Elsmere in baseball tomorrow night. That 

is Walter’s team. We can’t get games with any team which has to be 

transported, so we try to play Elsmere every two weeks or so. We 

have no wonderful players and usually get beat, but the boys like 

to meet some outside teams once in a while. It certainly would help 

could daddy get someone who could direct such sports, but that seems 

to be impossible. Sunday afternoon he spent part of the time playing 

ball with the boys. This should be something more than a custody 

center, but it is hard to get leadership that sense that or is able 

to do much to help along that line…

Love from everybody.

Mother







Friday, May 21, 1943

Dear Lee:

Your letter written to me on Monday, came this morning, together 

with the pictures…Daddy is not going to Dickinson commencement. 

Maybe you have heard of the ban on all but necessary driving which 

was cracked down on us beginning yesterday at noon, without any 

warning. State police have been ordered to stop all cars which look 

as though they are out for pleasure, to watch all places of amusement, 

etc. Mr. Hering and George, Jr. went up by train today, and Mrs. Hering 

called around dinner time to say she might go up tonight, arriving on 

the train which reaches Carlisle about midnight. I expect this will 

be a dismal commencement. It is cold and rainy, too, which will 

not help matters. 

Love from all of us.

Mother 









Sunday Evening

September 12th 1943

Dear Lee:

We have been waiting all afternoon and evening for a phone call. 

It has been a long wait—and it looks as if you are experiencing the 

same di�culty you had last week. The telephone company is just not 

able to handle the load times like these bring them. I don’t think I ever 

realized before that there is a limit to the number of calls that can be 

cleared. We’ve had frequent conferences in our Civilian Defense work 

with telephone o�cials on this problem—and this cluttering up of 

phone communication is one of the big reasons for changing our 

signals to the blue audible as against only the red audible we used 

at first. Don’t give up trying if you don’t get us tonight. Let us 

know when you will try again…

Here is to you!

Dad







September 20, 1944 

Lee,

... Maybe you saw by the papers that many thousands of bushels of 

apples were blown from the Delaware trees and the government is 

probably going to step in and buy some of them up for distribution to 

institutions.  I am expecting a carload – 600 bushels – to arrive for us, 

to be parceled out to the Delaware agencies almost any day.  For the first 

time since the war began we are out of butter and eating margarine; but 

I am not complaining. We certainly have other things to think of than 

what we are not getting to eat. 

Love, 

Mother
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Saturday Nite

August 27, 1944

Dear Lee ---

...Did you hear about Mr. Gassaway’s son being killed! I guess you get the paper 

almost as soon as I send this letter and it will give the details. Did you ever meet 

him? He was one of the best friends of a friend of mine in ___ o�ce. I guess it 

was quite a shock to his dad! I guess you also read about Harry Wilson missing in 

action? Remember how he used to get so hot when we licked Conrad! Those were 

the days! God I suppose you know about Clarence Deakyne being killed. I really 

feel badly about that because he was always so super to you, Bernice, and I…

Always and all ways,

Shirley











Sunday afternoon

December 5, 1943

Dear Mother,

 Two years ago on a sunny yet snappy Sunday afternoon, I was returning to Conway 

after a good roast beef dinner and an hour of rearranging the fraternity furniture from the 

pledge formal of the night before. As Bill Virgin and I came up the walk Professor Fink 

rushed from his house next door and shouted, “The Japanese have bombed Pearl Harbor”.

That moment changed the whole course of my life. At first there was a period of 

intense excitement and anxiety—What was going to happen? After the New Years a nervous 

calm prevailed but war became more real. Shocking defeats hit the U.S. and her allies, co�ee, 

sugar, gas and oil were rationed, bond drives and civilian defense organization, the draft, the 

college acceleration program and college reserve brought the war close by December, 1942. 

Then I was called in February, 1943, for basic training as an A.C.C. Pvt. in Miami Beach, 

Florida. I passed through College Training, Pre-Flight and Primary Training and December, 

1943, finds me in Basic Flying training at Pecos, Texas. With the future looking bright for a 

US victory by this time next year....









Thursday Evening

November 11, 1943

Dear Mother,

I have fifteen moments for a brief note. Maybe this schedule help explain why.

 0545—First call—0615

 0615—breakfast—0645

 0700—Flight line—1300

 1315—lunch—1345

 1400—athletics—1500

 1500—showers—1530

 1530—ground school—1730

 1730—formal retreat—1830

 1830—dinner—1900

 2030—ground school—2130

 2200—taps

 X- this doesn’t include time for G.I.ing equipment or self, for going to a fro, etc. 

…Write soon could you send me some cookies for Thanksgiving. I wish that I 

could be home with you all then but I will be thinking of you anyhow. Nine weeks 

of basic, nine weeks of advanced, and then maybe I can get home to see you all...

Love, 

Lee





10/14/44

Dear Lee:

 Just finished another fine session on Adjustment Problems Facing 16-21 

yr. old youth—how to make ourselves more understanding and helpful. You 

would have enjoyed it I think. I have never ceased being thankful that you were 

able to get started on your college course—and had at least short time under 

reasonably normal circumstances and, also that you did have some notion of 

what you wanted to do. This cannot but help to carry over wholesomely after 

you finish your present task…Where you are this minute I do not know—(5:30 

pm Saturday evening) but I’m with you, kid. God bless you.

Dad
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Monday afternoon

August 7, 1944

Dear Lee:

I wish that you would try and get mother to go away on a vacation. I think that 

she is going to be sick if she doesn’t get a few weeks rest. I don’t think that daddy 

realizes what a strain she is under and she has been working for over a year now 

without a break. Daddy doesn’t do half the work that she does and he doesn’t 

really need one half as much as she does. See if you can’t persuade her to do 

something. I would like her to go away with me if I go anywhere at the end 

of the summer. I will have to stop now and go back to work. Bye for now.

Lots of love,

Shirley





Friday, May 14, 1943

Dear Lee:

On Tuesday I went, with two other women from Wilmington, to Elkton, Md. 

As you know, hundreds and hundreds of girls and women are employed in the 

Explosive Plant there. The government has erected dormitories to take care of 

over 1000 girls, most of whom have come up from the mountain regions of West 

Virginia. We visited the dorms, saw how the girls live, and hope to be able to 

something toward making their lives a little more comfortable.  There was a 

terrible explosion there just last week,--20 killed and many more injured. They 

claim that particular plant is one of the most important in the country in the 

manufacture of explosives for the government, and everything should be done 

possible to make these girls happy. Many of them have never been away from 

home…Take good care 

of yourself and write whenever you can.

Love

Mother







Monday, June 14, 1943 
Dear Lee: 

 ...Maybe you will surprised to learn that your mother is a “working lady”. 

Miss Horner, you know, left last week to become a WAVE which left daddy high and 

dry as far as a secretary is concerned, so for a while at least I am trying to hold 

down the job. Of course there are some things she did which I cannot do, but 

maybe we can struggle along somehow until the proper person is found. I reported 

to work alittle after 8 this morning. When I went over home for lunch you should 

have seen your two sisters. You might have thought they had lost every friend 

they have in the world. They seem to think it is terrible for me not to be around 

the house every minute of they are, but I guess they will get used to it…

Lots of love from all of us.

Mother







Wednesday, March 22, 1944

Dearest Lee:

I seem to be walking around in circles this morning, not being able to settle down 

to anything for very long. This time last week we were all excited about your 

coming home, this morning you are gone again. I realize it is best for you, as far 

as training is concerned, not to have frequent or long furloughs but nevertheless 

me miss you terribly and are looking forward to the day when this mess will be 

over and you will be home once more to stay. I hope the days were not too hectic 

for you,--that you were able to relax some and to enjoy yourself, also. We are very 

proud of the way you have come along in the air force and hope that after the war 

you will be able to get some “fun” out of all your training and experience. We’ll 

have to begin now to save up our pennies to buy a plane…Well, there isn’t much 

news, of course, but I did want you to know that is was grand to have you home 

again. Here’s hoping that you will soon be allowed to come back. 

With all my love.

Mother











Friday, May 14, 1943

Dear Lee:

On Tuesday I went, with two other women from Wilmington, to Elkton, Md. 

As you know, hundreds and hundreds of girls and women are employed in the 

Explosive Plant there. The government has erected dormitories to take care of 

over 1000 girls, most of whom have come up from the mountain regions of West 

Virginia. We visited the dorms, saw how the girls live, and hope to be able to 

something toward making their lives a little more comfortable.  There was a 

terrible explosion there just last week,--20 killed and many more injured. They 

claim that particular plant is one of the most important in the country in the 

manufacture of explosives for the government, and everything should be done 

possible to make these girls happy. Many of them have never been away from 

home…Take good care 

of yourself and write whenever you can.

Love

Mother
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April 5, 1944 

Dear Lee:

 Just 4 days ‘till Easter and we had another heavy snowfall last night. Most 

of the snow has disappeared but there is a cold wind blowing today and it is really 

like winter time…That was a terrible thing which happened in Switzerland, wasn’t 

it, the accidental bombing of a Swiss town which was mistaken for a German town 

several miles away…

Our very best love and good wishes.

Mother









Friday Morning 

February 9, 1945

Dearest Looie*,

…This morning I had three letters from Fred. Yes, he’s finally landed in France. He said 

that there was an awful lot of mud, but he doesn’t complain. He also said that all the parts 

of France that he had seen had been unnecessarily ruined and almost of the countryside 

was in ruins. It doesn’t seem at all real to us here at home, just what war can do to a 

country. I guess that you have to see it to fully realize it’s meaning…

Lots of love,

Shirley

*Looie is nickname now that Lee has attained the rank of Lietenant











Sunday Evening

May 27,1945

Dear Mother,

 This is a beautiful May Sunday evening…Recently I flew on a Victory Tour of 

Germany (one of a series) planned to give air and ground personnel of the 8th Air Force a 

low altitude close-up view of the results of their bombing missions, a view of Europe and a 

sample of flying. The damage to the German cities is indescribable, especially in railway 

yards and business centers. I wish every American could see the utte ruin so as to see, 

and realize, the real home front slaughter of total war. Rotter dam is more than half weed 

covered lots where buildings once stood before the German blitz of 1940. Every German 

city is only a shell of half walls and rubble, hopeless and bare, the sun gleams mockingly on 

millions of glass particles in the ruins. The country is beautiful spring green in field and 

forest with neat, honest orange farmhouses, but not a permanent bridge is standing, and 

all roads, railways, canals, and rivers are blocked at least once every half mile. Germany is 

beaten and paralyzed totally and horribly. 

Yours,

Lee







Tuesday evening

November 14,1944

Dear Shirley,

 I recently visited London. London, England—the center from which Anglo-Saxon 

culture and civilization have spread throughout the world, second largest city on earth, 

great financial, commercial and manufacturing center , nerve center of the United nations’ 

victory drive in the west…Next day, after breakfast in bed and a warm tub bath, I took an 

American Red Cross limousine tour of the town: Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, and 

Admiral Nelson’s statue, Tower of London, London Bridge, Tower Bridge, east side slum and 

warehouse district, Fleet Street newspaper area, the Temple law and court center, Old 

Curiousity shop, Buckingham Palace, Hyde Park, Baker Street, number 10 Downing Street, 

Houses of Parliament, British Museum, U.S. Embassy. I went through the massive awe 

inspiring war damaged St. Paul’s Cathedral, which is kept like a museum, and West Minister 

Abbey and Cathedral. Seeing the top movie An American Romance completed my visit to 

London.

London today is not catering to tourists, she is drab and battle scarred. If you will 

read William White’s report in Reader’s Digest of the great fire night of the 1942 London 

blitz and multiply that by five years of war (rockets still cause frequent tragedy) you will 

have an idea of this great city today.

Must close now.

Love,

Lee
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