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THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

“Liberty in Our Grasp” lesson plans were developed through a partnership between the Delaware Historical Society and the Hard History
Project with financial support from the State of Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs and M&T Bank.

Developed by: John Thomas

Abstract

This lesson is not a starting point but an important supplement. Many students, especially at the middle school
level, are unfamiliar with the Second Middle Passage (domestic interstate and inter-regional slave trade) let
alone the Reverse Underground Railroad. This lesson is meant to serve as a bridge between lessons about the
Underground Railroad on one side and lessons focused on the freedom-seeking enslaved on the other. The
apparatus of the enslaver needs to be exposed and explored, both in its legal and non-legal components, to add
even greater reverence for and understanding of the individuals who overcame it.

Hard History Framework

e Summary Objective 9: This lesson aligns with Summary Objective 9—Students will describe the principal

ways the labor of enslaved people was organized and controlled in what is now the United States.

Delaware History Standards

e History 2 6-8b (Parts 1 & 2): Students will examine historical documents, artifacts, and other materials,
and analyze them in terms of credibility, as well as the purpose, perspective, or point of view for which
they were constructed.

e History 2 6-8a (Part 3): Students will master the basic research skills necessary to conduct an
independent investigation of historical phenomena.

Lesson Objectives

At the end of the lesson:
e Students will be able to identify more concrete examples of the apparatus of the enslaver.
e Students will gain a greater appreciation and reverence for the enslaved who struggled to overcome the
legal and non-legal instruments contained in the apparatus of the enslaver.


https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/6-12-framework#summary-objectives

Lesson Essential Questions
Note: It is recommended that you DO NOT explain what the Reverse Underground Railroad (RUGRR) is until the

end of the lesson to clarify student understanding. Best to have the students uncover what it is and then put a

name to it.

Notes

1.

2.

PART 1

1.

What was the Reverse Underground Railroad and how was it similar to/different from the
Underground Railroad (UGRR)?

As you progress through this lesson, it is of paramount importance to use the correct language to
describe enslavement in the United States. | encourage teachers to read the following source and

prioritize using the correct language both verbally and in writing. Furthermore, it is equally important to
promote use of this correct language with all students when they are sharing their thoughts, especially in
their written responses.

This lesson should be placed in the curriculum following a lesson(s) about the Underground Railroad.
Once those lessons have concluded, proceed as follows (to aid in sequentially progressing through this
lesson, the accompanying slide deck).

Begin by modeling for students historical thinking (in the form of SOURCING) as you read the document,
An Incident in the Corbit Mansion in the Days of Slavery Before the War of 1861—4, as a class. (FYl—at
times, when SOURCING, questions may not produce answers.) Note: there are four pages to this
document, be sure to click the right arrow at the top of the viewing screen to download each page.

a. Who wrote this document? (Mary Corbit Warner)

b. What is the author’s perspective? (She is the daughter of a Quaker man and woman)

¢. Why was the document written? (It was written as a statement to be read before The National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America)

i When reviewing this answer with the students, call their attention to page four as this

clearly states the intended audience of the source. However, who were the Colonial
Dames of America? Explore this website with the students and ask, who would be
members of the audience for this talk in 19147 Does this change our thoughts on why
the story was told?

When was the document written? (March 9th, 1914)

Where was the document written? [Delaware...presumably Odessa although this required

research beyond the document (see here)]

f. Isthis document reliable? Why? Why not? How could we corroborate this information? (There is
stable credibility for this document since this is the retelling of an incident to be read for a
friendly crowd. However, the person telling the story is the daughter and it is unclear if she was a
direct witness to the event or if the story was told to her. Possible ways to corroborate: look for a
freedom seeker ad from the area and time period, or a letter, diary, etc. that backs this story)
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https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/160266
https://digital.dehistory.org/incident-corbit-mansion-days-slavery-war-1861-4
https://nscda.org/
https://harriettubmanbyway.org/40-corbit-sharp-house/

2. Atthe conclusion of #1, ask the class to explain the story. You may wish to record these on the board.

a. Ask, “How is this consistent with what we have learned about the Underground Railroad
(UGRR)?”

b. What similarities do we see? Differences?

c. What does this source say about the humanity of the following?

i.  Theenslaved man
ii. Ms. Corbit Warner’s mother
iii.  The sheriff and his posse
iv.  The legal system that organized and controlled enslaved people
3. EXTENSION

a. Geography — Consider how far it may be for Ms. Corbit Warner’s mother to guide the enslaved
man to the state road? What possible dangers may she face?

b. Agency — Consider the agency of Ms. Corbit Warner’s mother. Explore the differences between
our modern-day society and the pre-Civil War society. Does she have any power to deny the
sheriff? What about the choice to help the freedom-seeking enslaved person in the absence of
her husband?

c. Further investigation — Did Ms. Corbit Warner’s mother tell her this story? How did she learn this
information she is sharing many years later? Who is “Sam the slave?” What of his fate?
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Part 1 Document

Source: An Incident in the Corbit Mansion in the Days of Slavery Before the War of 1861—4

Click on the document title above to download full size images.

AN INCIDENXNT
IK THE
CORBIT MARSION
IX THE
DAYE OF SLAVERY BEFORE THE

WAR QF lBEl-4.
L L I R A N B B R B L B

The "Underground Rallrocad"
for the transmlssion of slaves from the
Scuthern States to the Northern in order to
gein their freedom, wes ona of the interesting
fects of the daye before the mar which set the
alaves free. My fathzx, Daniel Corbit,
being a Quaker, w#as known tc be of those to
whom the terrified black men ceme tc be helped
into Pemmeylvania and farther north, where he
would be free.

One bright epring morning while
my father was absent, my mother gquite alone in
the old home was surprised to be asked to sce a

ce¢lored man who had come to our kitchen.

tc te the theriff, and his posse. They
Politely esked to see Mr. Corbit, end finding
He wea not at home, explained they wished to
capture a valuable slave worth $30C0.CC. Thie
man had been sesn entering thie house. uy
mothér very quietly gave them permission to
examine the house, following them and opening
all closet dcors, and any place they wished to

see.
When they reached the attic her knees

trembled and her heart beat so violently, she

feared the men must be conscious of her pertur-
bation. One of them peinted to the cdd little

decr under the eves and laughingly sedid, " Well
Sam could not crawl through thet cuddy hole.”
Being satiafied after their search,
that it was not possible the slave could be in
the house, they left, after most courtecusly
thanking my mother snd apeclogizing for givimg

her oo much trouble.
Taking food and & quilt to the

ettic, she made the poor, trembling, frightensd

With terror depicted in every
feature, she found tiie splendid specimen of
& hale and hearty mzn, before her. " Oh,
Mietus",he exclaimed, " plesse save me, I am
& 8lave and because I was to be sold and sent
fer away frow my wife ang children, I run away
hopin! to git to Pennsylvania. The sheriff
and bloed hounds are on my track, please malam
won't you hids me?®

Quick &g woman'e wit always le,

she told him to follow and led him to the attic
of cur hip roefed hcouse. Through the small
food of the cuddy hole, she crdered him to rass
Te do this he had to go in side waye, the opens
ing was 20 small. The rafters of the floor
extended to the cuter frame of the roof and on
these had him 1ie down and not meve or apeak
until she ordered him.

Hardly hag she gotten dom staire

when ehe was confronted by thred men, who proved

slave as comfortable as possible in his
narrow quarters.

At dusk she told him to put on
other clothes, and walked with him to the main
or stete road, leading to Pennsylvania.

Giving bhim some money, she seid " Good-bye"

He fell on his kness, thanking her, and crying,
asked God to blegs this kind ledy who wae
helping him to freedom.

After he waz safely in Pennsylvania,
he had a2 letter sent to my mother full of
gratitude foe her aid in his dietrecs in time
of his great nesd, saying he hoped some day to

get his wife and family to jein him.

(Signed) Mary Corbit Warner,
March 2, 1814.

Read bvefore the
Delamare Society

of the

Celoniem Dames
f Americe.
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https://digital.dehistory.org/incident-corbit-mansion-days-slavery-war-1861-4

PART 2

10.

Break the students into groups. There are six total RUGRR documents, so you may want to have two
groups analyze the same source to keep the groups small. Or you may want one group to look at two
shorter sources and another group focus on a longer source exclusively. Be aware that many students
will be shocked and appalled by the RUGRR.
a. Suggestion for student grouping: Groups 1 and 2 examine Source 1, Groups 3 and 4 examine
Source 2, etc.
b. Consider the virtual option of using Google Jamboard in lieu of physically working in groups.
Print the following primary sources and provide to students with the Sourcing Handout.
The following documents and sources are from the Delaware Historical Society but can be
accessed online via the Delaware Digital Newspaper Project (DDNP). Click here to learn more
about DDNP and the Delaware newspapers that make up Chronicling America.

i. Kidnapped Free Black Man

ii. Delaware State journal. May 17, 1833 —Left Column “Mr. Brooks”

jii.  Smyrna times. September 02, 1858—Column 4 "Kidnapping"

iv. The Wilmingtonian, and Delaware advertiser. July 20, 1826—Column 5 “Kidnapping”

V. Delaware State journal and statesman. August 28, 1857—Column 3 “Rich Doings at
Elkton—The Sheriff...”

Vi. The Delaware register, or, Farmers', manuf rers' & mechanics' adv . May 2

1829—Column 2 “Patty Cannon”

Ask the students to SOURCE the document(s) they have been assigned with their group using the
Sourcing Handout. Encourage them to think and make logical inferences, but as stated previously,
sometimes there will not be an answer to a SOURCING question.
Ask the students to write a brief summary of the story told by their document. You could have the
students do this as a group, or individually (teacher preference).
Ask each group to vote for a spokesperson.
Ask each group’s spokesperson to share their group's findings. Probe the responses for clarification when
necessary.

a. After a group shares their document, ask each group, “How is this different from what we have

learned about the Underground Railroad (UGRR)? Are there any similarities?”

Once each group has shared, lead a class discussion by asking, what did all or most of these documents
have in common?

a. Record the answers on the board leaving an open space at the top.

b. Once answers have been recorded, write “Reverse Underground Railroad” at the top in the open

space.

Explain to the students that the process of kidnapping free and formerly enslaved African Americans and
selling them into slavery has been named the Reverse Underground Railroad.

a. Open a discussion with the students using the following prompts:

i.  What can we understand about the humanity of the enslaved when dealing with the
RUGRR?
Delaware
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https://library.udel.edu/ddnp/
https://library.udel.edu/ddnp/
https://digital.dehistory.org/kidnapped-free-black-man-nd
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042477/1833-05-17/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1787&index=2&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=kidnapped+negro&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020422/1858-09-02/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1787&index=16&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=Kidnapping+kidnapping+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042523/1826-07-20/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1787&index=15&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=KIDNAPPING+negro+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84038112/1857-08-28/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1787&sort=relevance&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&index=2&words=kidnapping+Negro+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84038112/1857-08-28/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1787&sort=relevance&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&index=2&words=kidnapping+Negro+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020593/1829-05-23/ed-1/seq-7/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020593/1829-05-23/ed-1/seq-7/

ii.  What can we understand about the humanity of the kidnapper when dealing with the
RUGRR?
jii. What can we understand about the humanity of the enslaver when dealing with the
RUGRR?
11. EXTENTION
a. How might the RUGRR affect the livelihood of free African Americans?
What effect would the RUGRR have on freedom seekers running for freedom on the UGRR?
Why were DE and MD the epicenter of the RUGRR?
Extension questions as time allows: Were the intended audiences of these ads and newspapers

a0 o

African Americans? When did African Americans begin to print their own newspapers? What
does this say about society at the time?
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Part 2 Documents
Kidnapped Free Black Man “Look out for the Kidnappers”

nunts he was)

l]awmg letter

‘the Morning|

st intelligence
0 this article,
er letters, of
ry interesting
took place at
5th December.
rkish fleet had
elles to winter,
Hydriot, Spez-
i to their re-
ors of tne Hy-
i cnteuug the
aving spent all
their families
ir return, they

it demand - was)high and well ‘made, li ht cnrnplmm ?/_*'5

in a piratical
1 Was peremp-
ates, “and they
ght to send all]
two. Lnraged
sailors wuk the
« them in the
decreed to be-

#ing day in the|Any information that may lead to th e
paid thepn the|recovery of this man frowm the faﬂg!d\fﬂ

In this situa-|set of wretches, will be gratefully recei-
I to send infor- véd by his distressed mother.

of the Brisish
- neighborhood 0 the South, friendly to the rlghtlg

'DOOKS (o continue upqm mr wm
agreeably to the provisiobs g
- BENJAMIN PQTT § x.""
Chalrman of the messmﬂéﬂ:
S, WiiLLaMs, Secretary.
Marcb 163t

Look out jor the E:dnapp”’f;

A FREE NEGRO MaAN, namcﬁ*
Solumon Sharp, sometimes called --L’Salﬁi‘f
mon Atkins, was kidnapped by pers
, unknown, from the house of Wllhm i
Atkins, in Indian River hundred, Simmﬁ }9
county, Delaware, on:the night of tha =
22d of February, The said. Sulomﬂh'j‘
the son of Rosannah Chippy, is g
about 22 years, about 5 feet ’f’*iuehn 2

. Al o |
J- ey

for a negro,” has but little to say, sloWw
of speech and eivil in ‘bis dcpor'tmms v
his eyes are large and full, lips thick and A
niose large and flat  He served his lime
ai a bound boy with Isuac Atkins. I
supposed he has been taken towarde
Saligsbury, and from thence to Norfolk,

Edltﬂ“« A ,;

humanuy, are requested to insert

d devise some
wpt. S. bl‘ﬂ.l‘ldﬂd above in their papers. March 16..

npts were made _ A
Sheriff’s Sale.

next step was
ur the Primates 4

» escape, during| By virtue of a writ of vend. ex 1S lﬁ
ding night. © But me dlrene(‘. will be expﬁl:d“}g&

Wl laer bl casmben b -
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https://digital.dehistory.org/kidnapped-free-black-man-nd

p— " ”

Mr. Brooks, the Editor of the Portland | ¢
Advertiser, whose letters are so universally
read, givesthe following account of an adven-{ g
ture in Alabama, and of a rencontre with an | si
unfortunate negro who, it scems, had been |?
stolen from this neighborhood. He was tra-
velling in the mail stage, when from the
darkness and tempestiousness of the night,
the stage was obliged tostop at the first hu-
man habitation they could find in the wilder-
ness: E :

«The hut in which my fellow passengers
and myself were put was about ten feet
square, made of logs with a bark covering,
and with a little door which T was obliged to (1
stoop in order to enter,  An old negro slave |1
was the master of this castle, having been |
hired out to take care of the horses in the |t
stage. He had no bed tor himself much less ||
for passengers. He had no food to give us!i
hungry as we were after the jolting we had 'Il
experienced inthe mail cart, His blanket he ¢

ut at our seivice, and then after Kindling up l |

is pitch pine fire, he had done all he could |
do. For want of other occupation, I held @y
talk with theold man, His story is probably -
the story of many a kidnapped black man in
this Southern Country, and therefore may not !
be uninteresting,  Ie was horn a ficeman, |
he told us in Pennsylvania, and lived in New-
Castle, Delaware. ~ On visiting a short dlis- !
tance from Delaware, some ten years ago, he
was seized by three white men, pinioned or
manacled, and then shipped and sold for a
glave in Georgia.  He coolly remarked that
¢he should not have cared any thing about,
it, but that he had been free and kinew what
liberty was; it was 5o sweet,”” ‘T'he poor
fellow told us a true story, I am confident
from his knowledge of the geography of the |
Jand where he was born, and 1 was confirm-
ed in the belief by his assertion, “that he
had been i cook on board of a vessel,” and
therefore was a sailor—and more than this,
manifested in his conversation an acquaint-
ance with a sailors life.”

———

-Aaem= DS D2 D
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042477/1833-05-17/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1787&index=2&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=kidnapped+negro&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

iii. Smyrna times. September 02, 1858—Column 4 "Kidnapping

. KipNappixg ——We learn trom the Commons-
wealth that some month or two back two negro
 boys were inveigled into a trap set for the
purpose by some as yet unknown individuals in
Sussex county, and being secured were kid-
napped, carried away and sold nto slavery at
~the South., A distinguished lawyer of that
county wasconsulted tn regard to the matter,
who immediately pat things in train tor the dis-
covery of the whercaboutsof the boys,  IHaving
zot on the right track matters were pushed on
vigorously, ard finally the two unegroes were
traced to their present location and identified.
The gentleman having the watter in charge
procecded to the spot, which s in the neighbor-
hood of &:chimond, Virginia, and having seen
the boys, and passed throngh Wilmington a few
daysago, on lus way 1o Nussex, for the purpose
of obtaining the necessary evidence wherewith
to identity the negroes, as will lead to their re-
lease and return to home, friends and freedom.
The names of the partics enguged in the ne-
‘artous business of kidnapping have not yet
hein given, but will be in the course of a few
wveeks, and if possible, they will be asrrested
avl tried for the offence against the laws of
Delaware,

S ————

*

*,
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020422/1858-09-02/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1787&index=16&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=Kidnapping+kidnapping+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

: Norfolk, ( Va.) July 13,

KIDNAPPING.<A small schooner, the
Sukev, of Vienna, but called ,by various
names by those on board, and commanded
by John W, Watson, anchored in our harbor
on Monday night last, from Baltimore, hav-
ing on board two negro women and a child,
The names of the women are Lydia Potts
and Ann Robertson; the one about 23 the o-
ther 58 vears old, the child’s age is perhaps
3 years. ‘T'hese negroes having been offer-
ed for sale by the captain and & man named
Elijah Moore, who came in the vessel, infor-
mation was lodged with one of our Magis-
trates, and a warrant was immediateiy issu-
ed to bring the partics before him. ‘Ihe or-
der was promptly executed by that ac.twe.ofo
ficer, Mr. Cherry, and after an examination,
Captain J, Watson, Elijah Moore, and. a
man named Isaac Dickerson, together with
the negroes, were committed for further tvi-
al.

‘T'he resvlt of the investigation seems to
be, that whilst the schooner was lying at
Baltimore, Moore enticed Lydia Paotts and
Ann Robertson on board, under pretemce of
wishing to engage their services. When
the vessel got under way they were, with
the child, kept closely confined below, and
threatened with violence if they attempted
to come on deck. In shissitnation they were
brought to this place and offered for sale,

when information was lodged against Moore

and Watson, as above stated,

Since writing the above we are informed
that Moore has acknowliedged that he took
the negroes on board at Baltimore, he had
previously stated that they belonged to his
father, He says his residence is in Somerse:
County, Md. He is a short, thick set man,
about 30 years old, and sometrmes calls him
self Massey.
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042523/1826-07-20/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1787&index=15&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&words=KIDNAPPING+negro+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

*
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84038112/1857-08-28/ed-1/seq-2/#date1=1787&sort=relevance&date2=1860&searchType=advanced&language=&sequence=0&index=2&words=kidnapping+Negro+negroes&proxdistance=5&state=Delaware&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=kidnapped+negro&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2

vi.

e P & e
PATTY CANNON.

Wilmington, May 19.—We some tine since gave a state-
ment respecting certain discoveries which were recently made
in Sussex, and of the arrest and imprisonment of Patty Can-
non, on the charge of being concerned in the murder of a
number of individuals in and near the borders of that County.
We inadvertently stated that her trial might be expe ted to
take place about the time of the publication. It was the Court
af Common Pleas which was then in session, and by the Con-
stitution of our State the trial for capital offences is contined
to the Supreme Court, whose regular session does not take
place i that County until August next. Several bills of in-
diciment were found against the old woman, but she has sa.
ved the Court the irouble of trying, and perhaps the Shentl’
that of performing even a more unpleasant duty, as she died
i Jail on the 11th instant.

During our late visit into Sussex County, we heard an an-
ecdote rela:ed of the old woman and others connected in the

trafiic of stealing and selling blacks, which is, perhaps, worti
‘relaiing.  Several black men were employed by the concern,
“in the business of inveigling negroes into the meshes of their
‘net, and among the rest was one who was exceedingly experi
i the business. This individual, upon one occasion, prevail

ed upon a man wvho'was a slave to a person residing m Wor-
cester County, Md., and had a free wife und seven male chil-
dreun, between the ages of 6 and 18 years, to accompany him
to Cammden, in this State, with the assurance that he would
be able to procure a pass from the members of the Friends
Society in that place, with which he would be enabled to puss
into the siate of Naw Jersey, and escape fromn the service of
tus master. He accordingly conduc ed bum to the house of
Patty Cannon, where he was furnished with a document with
a large seal to1t, and amused with the idea of’ being furnish

ed with a conveyance to the place of his supposed destination.

His conductor then left mm, and going immediately back o |-

nis wife and children, and telling them a fine tale of the favo-
rable siiuaiion their husband and father had procured, indu-
ced thew to 1ollow him, who were also conveyed nto the sauc
irap, and the next morning after their arrival they were i
shipped off;, never more to be heard of by their relaiions v,
friends. This account was furnished to our informer by ano

ther black who hid been employed n the same business v; |

the despicabie concern. Gazette.

i
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020593/1829-05-23/ed-1/seq-7/

Name: Date: Period:

Sourcing Handout

Write a brief summary of your document

Sourcing Handout

Title of source

When was it written?
What was the date it
was printed/published?

What was the name of
the newspaper? Where
was it published?

Who was the author?
What is their
perspective?

What do you know/can
you find out about the

author from what they
wrote?

Why was this written?

Is this source reliable?
Why? Why not?

*
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PART 3

12. Share the book advertisement, The Narrative and Confessions of Lucretia P. Cannon, the Female
Murderer, 1841, image and text with students.
a. Examine the images included on the ad with the students.
b. Read the text from the ad with the students.
c. (Optional) SOURCE this document with students. This would be particularly interesting to do
given the loaded language used by the author.
d. Ask students, who is Lucretia (Patty) Cannon according to this document?
Have students research Patty Cannon using the Lucretia “Patty” Cannon Research Organizer
i Here are some suggested sources if you want to limit the student’s choices:
1. Dorchester County Historical Society, “Patty Cannon”
2. Delaware Online, “Wickedest woman in America”
3. Maryland State Archives, “Patty Cannon”
Give students time to read a few sources and complete the handout.
g. Once students have concluded their research, ask the students to respond to the exit ticket
prompt at the bottom of the handout.
i Explain why you think the Narrative and Confessions of Lucretia P. Cannon
advertisement doesn’t mention the kidnapping and killing of African Americans.
ii.  After a few moments have students turn to a seat partner and share their answers.
iiii. Have a few students share their discussion with the class.
13. Revisit these follow-up questions and ask students if they would like to revise their answers:
a. How might the RUGRR affect the livelihood of free African Americans?
b. What effect would the RUGRR have on freedom seekers running for freedom on the UGRR?
c. Why were DE and MD the epicenter of the RUGRR?
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https://digital.dehistory.org/narrative-and-confessions-lucretia-p-cannon-female-murderer-1841
https://digital.dehistory.org/narrative-and-confessions-lucretia-p-cannon-female-murderer-1841
https://www.dorchesterhistory.com/patty-cannon
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/life/2019/06/13/legend-patty-cannon-wickedest-woman-america/1444450001/
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc5400/sc5496/051200/051231/html/051231bio.html

Name:

Date: Period:

Lucretia “Patty” Cannon Research Organizer

Lucretia “Patty” Cannon Research Organizer

Who was Patty
Cannon?

Who were Patty
Cannon’s associates?

Where was Patty
Cannon from?

When was Patty
Cannon alive?

What did Patty Cannon
do to earn a living?
(Explain in detail in
your own words)

Why is Patty Cannon
famous or infamous?
(Explain in detail in
your own words)

EXIT TICKET: Explain why you think the Narrative and Confessions of Lucretia P. Cannon

advertisement doesn’t mention the kidnapping and killing of African Americans.
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Part 3 Document

Source. The Narrative and Confessions of Lucretia P_Cannon, the Female Murderer,1841

NARRATIVE AND CONFESSIONS

- OF

| LUCRETIA P. CANNON,

‘ ( THE FEMALE M URDERER.
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See Narrative, Yage 13.
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L,' a "7 Just Published the thrilling and interceting Narrative and Confession of Lu

B erctia PP. Cannon, the Female Murderer, who was a shert time since, with two of her .
Accomplices were tried, condemned, and sentenced to be hung at Georgetown,
Delaware, for the commission of several of the most Atrocious, Barbarous and
B Inhuman murders ever committed by one of the Female Sex, which Sex has
' always been esteemed as having a higher regard forvirtue, and a far greater aver-
sion Lo acts of barbarity, even in the most abandoned of the Sex, than is gener-
ally found in men of the same class. And we may truly say that we have never
seon recorded a greater instance of moral depravity, so utterly regardless of every
feeling which should inhabit the hnman breast, as the one it becomes our painful
lot to lay before our readers intheaccounts of Lucretia §*. Cannon, the subject of

this truly interesting narrative. e
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1t will be found by the Confessions of this

M-fated woman that she has committed §
eleven murders with her own hands, besides !
being accessory to more than a dozen others,
(he accounts of which will be found in the |

Narrative, Also, the confession of one ol her
recomplices, who was afterwards executed
for Murder, at Cambridge, Maryland.

(7 As many of the circumstances related §

i thia Narrative are doubtless still fresh in

the minds of many of our readers who have §

! been eye-witncsses of the facts, it is therefore

needless to make any comment regarding

See l\'nrrni\@'. Page 16.

S the truth of this statement, as the facts are

too well substantisted to admit of a doubi ;
and will be fonnd to be well worth the pe-

| rusal “of all, both old and young. And we

rust that no parent having daughters whe

| are young and inexperienced, will fail of

purchasing one of these Narratives, that they
may toke example from the fate of this un-

| fortunate female, and early learn to refrain

 from oll pursuits or pleasures that tend in

the least to ewerve them from the path of

virtue.

Price of the Narrative, 12} Cents.

To be had of the person whe will soon call for this paper.
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https://digital.dehistory.org/narrative-and-confessions-lucretia-p-cannon-female-murderer-1841

