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While the Delaware Historical 
Society staff is immersed 
in history, continually 

researching, examining objects, and 
planning programming, it is ironic that 
over the past two months, we enjoyed 
a front row seat to history being made 
next door—President Elect Biden’s 
Transition Team met daily at The 
Queen Theater.

On November 20, President-Elect Biden, 
Vice-President Elect Harris, Sen. Charles 
Schumer, and Speaker Nancy Pelosi met 
in The Queen’s second-floor Olympia 
Room—which offers a beautiful view of 
DHS’s Research Library (photo below). 
From The Queen, Biden announced the 
appointment of Ron Klain, his Chief 
of Staff, and the appointment of the 
following cabinet nominees who made 
personal appearances: Antony Blinken, 
Sec. of State; Gen. Lloyd Austin, Sec. of 
Defense; Janet Yellen, Sec. of Treasury; 
Alejandro Mayorkas, Sec. of Homeland 
Security; Xavier Becerra, Sec. of Health 
and Human Services; Miguel Cardona, 
Sec. of Education; Pete Buttigieg, Sec. 
of Transportation; and Judge Merrick 
Garland, Attorney General; plus Jake 
Sullivan, National Security Adviser; 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Ambassador 
to the United Nations; and Susan Rice, 
White House Domestic Policy 
Council Director.

Our once quiet block was abuzz 
as the national spotlight landed on 
Wilmington. Trucks with huge satellite 
dishes, reporters, and camera crews 
became common sights. Late night host 
Stephen Colbert interviewed 

the Bidens at The Queen in December. 
DHS staff met reporters from media 
outlets from France, Germany and 
Norway. I even had the pleasure of 
giving a tour of the museum to New 
York Times reporter Neil MacFarquhar. 

We soon became accustomed to 
working in what was essentially a 
protected zone from November 7, 2020 
to January 19, 2021. Secret Service 
officers were friendly and polite in their 
requests to move parked cars and use 
an elevator in the museum to access 
the roof of The Queen.

When we launched COVID Chronicles 
early last year, we expected to record 
the experiences of Delawareans through 
a once-in-a-century pandemic, including 
the experiences of DHS staff. Now we 
will be adding to the record first-hand 
accounts of what it was like to be in the 
center of the action as President-Elect 
Biden’s Team transitioned into President 
Biden’s cabinet. We have been living 
through a remarkably consequential 
time in U.S. history—if you have not 
yet shared your thoughts about this 
unprecedented year, please consider 
adding them to DHS’s collection 
at covidchroniclesde.org.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

David W. Young, Ph.D. 
Executive Director



The Delaware Historical Society to honor 

DR. VELMA P. SCANTLEBURY-WHITE
October 7, 2021. Save the Date

Past honorees include: Ed and Peggy Woolard, Vice President Joseph R. Biden, Toni Young, The Hon. Pete Du Pont, Ken Burns, 
Harold R. “Tubby” Raymond, Dr. Carol Hoffecker, Rev. Roberto Balducelli, Rev. Canon Lloyd Casson, Ellen Kullman, The Hon. Michael N. Castle, 
Bryan Stevenson, Rod Ward III, The Hon. Andre Bouchard, Sam and Mariah Calagione, Gerret and Tatiana Copeland.

The Thirteenth Annual Delaware History Makers’ 
Award honors Velma P. Scantlebury-White, M.D. 
associate director of the Kidney Transplant 

Program at Christiana Care who became the nation’s 
first African American woman specializing in transplant 
surgery in 1989. Dr. Scantlebury-White, through a series 
of outstanding achievements, reached the top of her 
field while breaking barriers and inspiring others along 
the way. A native of Barbados, she earned her medical 
degree from Columbia University, completed her 
residency at Harlem Hospital Center in New York, then 
completed training in transplant surgery at the University 
of Pittsburgh. A fellow of the American College of  
Surgeons, Dr. Scantlebury-White is a member of the 
American Society of Transplant Surgeons and the 
American Society of Minority Health and Transplant 
Professionals, among other organizations. She is 
the co-author of more than 85 peer-reviewed papers 
and ten monographs and book chapters. She sits on 
numerous boards and committees, including Donate 
Life America, the National Minority Organ and Tissue 
Transplant Education Program, and the United Network 
for Organ Sharing. 

Dr. Scantlebury-White has served as a national 
spokesperson for Linkages to Life, an initiative to 
address the shortage of African American organ donors, 
and has been awarded the Gift of Life Award from the 
National Kidney Foundation, plus Carlow University’s 
Woman of Spirit Award for service-inspired leadership. 
Her memoir, Beyond Every Wall: Becoming the First 
Black, Female Kidney Transplant Surgeon was published 
in 2018 and is available at beyondeverywall.com.



During this historic time, the Mitchell Center continues to 
offer engaging virtual public programs that speak to current 

events and issues. In 2021, we will be exploring the history of 
the environment as it relates to the African American experience. 
Conversations will range from environmental justice, geographies    
of freedom, Delaware’s historically Black neighborhoods, and more.

Throughout the pandemic, we have taken time to build and 
strengthen our networks and partnerships. We joined with the 
Christina Cultural Arts Center to host a community dialogue in June 
following the deaths of George Floyd and many others at the hands 
of police brutality, racism, and injustice. We maintain our support 
of Preservation Delaware’s African American Cultural Heritage 
Task Force in its efforts to preserve the history of African American 
education, and we continue to work closely with scholars involved 
with the Colored Conventions Project.

In honor of Black History Month, the Mitchell Center and dance 
ensemble, Pieces of a Dream, have collaborated to present two 
workshops that connect art and dance. Using select prints from 
the Delaware Historical Society collections by local artist Gertrude 
Howland Balch (1909-1964), participants will consider Balch’s 
candid close-ups of past scenes from Wilmington’s Eastside and 
translate their feelings to movement before joining a discussion on 
how art and movement lead participants to consider their current 
neighborhoods. In March, we look forward to learning more about 
Black girlhood studies from two University of Delaware Ph.D 
candidates, Kelli Coles and Mali Collins-White.

Our video, “Journey to Freedom: The African American Experience 
in Delaware” is always available on the Delaware Historical Society’s 
YouTube page. Be sure to follow The Mitchell Center on Facebook 
(@MitchellCenterAfricanAmericanHeritageDHS) as we highlight 
key figures in Delaware’s African American History throughout 
the month of February. 

20 | Black History Month 
Virtual Dance Workshop
Saturday, 1-2 p.m.  FREE
Register on ZOOM via 
dehistory.org/calendar-main            
$10 suggested donation

Join the Mitchell Center and dance 
corps Pieces of a Dream, for a one-
hour workshop that connects art and 
dance. Inspired by selected prints by 
local artist Gertrude Howland Balch 
(1909-1964) in the Delaware Historical 
Society collection (pictured below), 
attendees will relate candid close-ups of 
Wilmington’s neighborhoods and scenes 
from the Eastside to physical movement. 
Afterwards groups will be divided into 
breakout rooms to discuss how art 
and movement allows them to restore           
a connection to the neighborhoods        
of their childhood.

Ashley S.K. Davis is the Executive 
& Artistic Director of Pieces of a 
Dream, Inc., a Wilmington-based 
dance company whose choreographic 
focus explores socially meaningful 
and culturally relevant topics, such as 
domestic violence, homelessness, and 
the 1968 National Guard occupation 
of Wilmington.  A Wilmington native, 
she earned her B.A. in philosophy at 
Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga., 
where she was active in the arts 
community on campus.

F E B R U A R Y
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JANE AND LITTLETON MITCHELL CENTER 
FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE



10 | What Does Democracy 
Mean to You? What Does it 
Mean to be an Informed Citizen? 
An Oral History Workshop for      
Students and Teachers
Wednesday, 10-11 a.m.  FREE
Grades 7-12. Register on ZOOM via 
dehistory.org/calendar-main

Participants will learn how to design 
oral history interview questions, 
conduct virtual interviews, and 
properly document and preserve 
recordings. Students will be offered 
the opportunity to utilize skills learned 
in the workshop through scheduled 
interviews with local journalists. 
Students are invited to submit their 
interviews to Delaware Humanities 
for a chance to be featured on their 
podcast, A Matter of Facts.

This is a collaborative program organized and 
hosted by Delaware Humanities, Delaware Historical 
Society, and the University of Delaware and is part 
of the Democracy and the Informed Citizen Initiative. 
Special thanks to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
for their generous support, and the Federation 
of State Humanities Councils and the Pulitzer 
Prizes for their partnership.

 

10 | Harriet Tubman Day
Wednesday, 12-2 p.m.  FREE
Register on ZOOM via 
dehistory.org/calendar-main

Join Deanna Mitchell, Superintendent of 
the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
National Historical Park, as she profiles the 
geography of freedom featuring Harriet’s 
story and discusses contributions of African 
Americans in the study and preservation 
of the environment. Teachers and 
students encouraged to attend.

13 | Mélomanie Virtual 
Performance 			

Wednesday, 3-4 p.m.  FREE       
melomanie.org/concert-new/     
Donations welcome

Enjoy a virtual signature concert 
experience with provocative pairings of 
early and contemporary works, including 
artist interviews interwoven throughout 
the musical performances.

Music includes a movement from 
Telemann’s Paris Quartet in A Major; 
a short interview by flutist Kim Reighley 
and harpsichordist Tracy Richardson with 
composer Mark Hagerty on his work Trefoil 
and on The Four Gifts of God by Sergio 
Roberto de Oliveira; a short interview by 
Tracy Richardson with composer Bonnie 
McAlvin on Sandstone Peak; Live excerpts 
of The Four Gifts of God and Trefoil, plus 
excerpts from Mélomanie’s new CDs 
a hint of light remains and Ultraviolet.

Join in a live chat with the audience and 
artists during the performance—tell us 
about your experience! Following the 
performance, you are invited to join in a 
virtual reception with the artists via Zoom.

23 | New Directions           
in African American History 
Black Girlhood
Tuesday, 6-8 p.m.  FREE   
Register on ZOOM via    
dehistory.org/calendar-main

Join us in discussion with Kelli Coles 
and Mali Collins-White as we explore 
the field of Black Girlhood Studies, the 
adultification of Black girls and the 
erasure of Black girls and women from 
the archives.  Coles and Collins-White will 
discuss how the experiences of Black girls 

M A R C H
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and mothers have been shared historically 
and how new scholarly publications are 
providing a deeper understanding 
of this history.

Kelli Coles is a Ph.D. candidate in the 
History Department at the University of 
Delaware. Mali Collins-White is a NEH Next 
Generation Ph.D. Fellow, African American 
Public Humanities Initiative at the University 
of Delaware.

This program is partially funded by a grant from the 
Delaware Humanities, a state program of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.

A P R I L

10 | Mélomanie Virtual 
Performance 			

Saturday, 3-4 p.m.  FREE       
melomanie.org/concert-new/      
Donations welcome

Enjoy a virtual signature concert experience 
with provocative pairings of early and 
contemporary works, including artist 
interviews interwoven throughout the 
musical performances.

Music includes a movement from Telemann’s 
Paris Quartet in A Major; a short interview 
by Kim Reighley with composer David 
Schelat on his work Just a Regular Child, 
a short interview by Donna Fournier with 
composer Mark Hagerty on Icelandic Songs, 
Sacred and Secular; Live excerpts of Just 
a Regular Child and Icelandic Songs, plus 
excerpts from Mélomanie’s new CDs, Up 
to the Light and a hint of light remains.

Join in a live chat with the audience and 
artists during the performance—tell us about 
your experience! Following the performance, 
you are invited to join in a virtual reception 
with the artists via Zoom.

W I N T E R - S P R I N G  2 0 2 1



 

As 2020 came to a close, everyone dreamed of leaving behind the pandemic that had ravaged 
families, roiled the economy, and challenged our mental health. Good riddance, too, to the most 
rancorous election cycle in modern times. Bringing together 120 people in the Read House 

garden in mid-December, carefully distanced from one another to enjoy the Lit for the Holidays art 
installations and settle in with a hot drink, was a momentary balm.

In spite of unprecedented challenges, the needs and energy of our community have inspired more 
gratitude and resolve than ever. With collaboration among staff, board, and community partners, 
the Read House & Gardens found momentum on many fronts, headlined by the completion of 
a $1 million upgrade to the heating and air conditioning systems after years of stops and starts. 
We rolled out virtual field trips and an at-home summer camp for children, and found renewed 
inspiration in the garden, inviting the community in to grow produce, and selling home-grown 
bouquets and produce to our neighbors. We looked to the outdoors with an all-new walking tour 
that contemplates the history of preservation and tastemaking in Old New Castle. And we partnered 
with contemporary artists on multiple projects, including December’s holiday event.

In 2020, the Read House’s history as a gathering place was needed 
more than ever. We enlisted the creative power of Dallas Shaw and 
Jillian Keys to design a COVID-safe outdoor wonderland. They filled 
the garden with lights, candles, firepits, and amply spaced tents 
where households could enjoy warm food and a holiday cocktail 
menu curated by restauranteur Dwayne Foster of New Castle. The 
festive air was contagious as college students and octogenarians, 
neighbors and newcomers, trustees and former tour guides all drew 
energy from one other across the distances. It was the only holiday 
gathering they would attend this year, many said.

The featured attraction was a series of 20 illuminated window 
displays created by artists from up and down the East Coast, each 
window sponsored by generous businesses and individuals. After 
the December party, visitors continued touring the garden 
on special viewing nights into January.

Each artistic collaborator brings a different way of seeing and 
framing this landmark, much the way each generation of owners 
has chosen what to highlight, embellish, or conceal. Artist Nataki 
Oliver, who teamed up with colleague James Wyatt on an installation 
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Guests gather for 
a candle-lit toast.

One of three winter dreamscapes by Jaime 
Davenport, a floral designer in Philadelphia



 

DALLAS SHAW’S  roster of clients 
as a fashion illustrator and creative 
director is a who’s-who of international 
glamor—Oscar de la Renta, Four 
Seasons, and Maybelline are just a few—
but lately she’s the design force behind 
Blitzen, Girard Craft & Cork, and other 
new concept venues in Wilmington, 
her home base. 

NATAKI  OL IVER  returned home 
to Delaware after nearly a decade in New 
York, and is founder of The Sold Firm 
gallery in downtown Wilmington, which 
promotes emerging minority artists. She 
was pictured in The New York Times in 

December for her advocacy work. 

J ILL IAN KEYS is a veteran  
theatrical designer, and JAIME 
DAVENPORT  is a Philadelphia floral 
designer who also serves as a caretaker 
for Woodford Mansion in Fairmount Park. 

COLTON ACKERMAN  is an 
illustrator and display artist based in 

New York, and HANNAH CARROLL 
is a fashion designer from Richmond, 
Virginia. The dress she designed stood 
nine feet tall not just to fill a massive 
window, but also to make a point about 
the hyperbolic nature of the house. From 
its monumental scale to the profusion of 
ornament inside, George Read II pushed 
the design vocabulary of his time 
to its extremes. 

Nataki Oliver and James Wyatt designed their 
front-door installation for LIT for the Holidays to 
honor former Read House workers who were not 
welcome to use the house’s grand entrance. 

Baetjer Program alum Tommy Kinservik and his 
family admire installations by Hannah Carroll, 

a fashion designer based in Richmond, Va.

Photography by Laura McDonald

for the grand front entrance, 
wrote: “Knowing that our 
ancestors who worked there, 
in the 1800s, couldn’t 
walk through that front 
door. . . we honored them 
respectfully.” Against 
the Italian Renaissance-
inspired geometries of 
the fanlight, Oliver and 

Wyatt suspended ornaments 
sculpted from upcycled 

strips of disposable facemasks 
painted with African diamond 

motifs. The motifs are a recurring 
feature in Wyatt’s work, which 

has been shown in galleries across 
the country but remains rooted in 

explorations of African American experience 
in his native Wilmington.

Through all of the past year’s uncertainty, one theme has emerged 
clearly: the Read House family has grown, making the prospects for 
2021 brighter than ever.

Lit for the Holidays artists came from 
near and far, mirroring the Read House 
and Gardens long history of bridging 
Delaware with a wider world.



 

 

Built side-by-side in 1801 on East Sixth Street, the Coxe houses, constructed specifically for sisters Margaret 
and Catherine, were a gift from their parents. One hundred and seventy-five years later, the brick houses 
were carefully picked up, loaded onto a flatbed trailer, and driven one and a half blocks to their current 

location in Willingtown Square on North Market Street to save them from demolition. 

With the interior renovated, making the two houses one, the building will be known as the Delaware Center 
for Jewish History at the Coxe House thanks to a dynamic partnership between two history organizations, the 
generosity of several individual donors, and grants from True Access Capital, the Crystal Trust, and the Welfare 

Foundation. When the Jewish Historical Society was founded 
in 1974, Delaware Historical Society president, Dr. Walter 
Heacock offered storage space in the library archives and the 
partnership was born. The collection, now 536 linear feet, 
consists of photographs, slides, letters, audio recordings and 
newspapers. A favorite of the Jewish Historical Society’s 
archivist, Gail Pietryzk, is their “Dear Mollye” collection. 
In the 1940s, Wilmington resident Mollye Sklut wrote to all 
the local Jewish men and women serving in World War II. 
She saved all the letters written to her in reply 
and donated them to the collection. 

By 2018, it became apparent that the Jewish Historical Society 
had outgrown their storage space. This, coupled with the 
Delaware Historical Society’s need for additional storage, 
prompted former Executive Director David Fleming to meet 

Jewish Historical Society’s archives in the basement 
of the Delaware Historical Society’s Library

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE 
& THE DELAWARE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A Partnership 46 Years  Strong & Growing



 

with the Jewish Historical Society’s trustees 
to ask if they would be interested in 
relocating the collection to the now empty 
Coxe House. (Staff offices in the Coxe House 
had moved to the renovated Delaware 
History Museum in 2017.) The answer was 
“yes” and soon the Jewish Federation of 
Delaware, the Jewish Historical Society, 
and the Delaware Historical Society began 
a successful fundraising campaign to make 
improvements to heating, air conditioning 
and access that are necessary to house such 
an important collection. A long-term lease 
formalizing the relationship was signed in 
2020. Dr. Gerald Resnick, Co-President of 
the Jewish Historical Society had this to say:

    As the creation of the Delaware Center for Jewish History at the 
    Coxe House in Willingtown Square nears completion, I would like 
    to acknowledge and thank all those who contributed their time 
    and energy to make this project a success. The cooperative 
    efforts of the Delaware Historical Society and the Jewish Historical 
    Society of Delaware have made me proud to be a part of this project.

Work is in progress to upgrade the Coxe House from top to bottom, inside and out in accordance with the highest 
historic preservation standards. The first floor will house the archivist’s office and a reading/meeting room. 
The second and third floors will be devoted to archival storage and the offices of the Halina Wind Holocaust 
Remembrance Committee and the Jewish Veterans of Delaware. Once complete the building will include a state-of-
the-art fire detection and suppression system, and new heating and air conditioning.  A ramp will be added on the 
on the Willingtown Square side of the building to provide wheelchair access, and a dumbwaiter inside will assist 
in transporting materials from floor to floor. 

The Delaware Historical Society is pleased that after 47 years, the Jewish Historical Society can enjoy a space of 
their own. “This innovative preservation project has activated one of Wilmington’s oldest buildings while ensuring 
greater access to important collections and providing visibility for the Jewish Historical Society on Market Street
—a historic commercial corridor.” said Dr.  David Young the Delaware Historical Society’s Executive Director.
 
If you would like to make a tax-deductible contribution to the Coxe House project, please visit coxehouse.org. 



COLLECTIONS

RETURN TO MARKET STREET 
RARE ELLWOOD GARRETT PHOTOGRAPHS 
ADDED TO THE COLLECTION

Ellwood Garrett died of old age. This would be an unremarkable fact, except that it was one of the 
last things written about the accomplished photographer, whose artistic talents and standing as a 
longtime member of the Wilmington business community surely warranted a mention. Yet when 

local newspapers announced his death in May 1910, he was described simply as an “aged resident.” 
The newspapers offered only the briefest mention of his career as a noted daguerreotypist, focusing 
instead on the life of his famous father, Thomas; ultimately, Ellwood Garrett was a minor character     
in his own obituary. 

It is unsurprising, then, that so many Delawareans 
automatically associate the Garrett name with the life and 
work of a prominent abolitionist, despite the notable lives and 
careers of others in his family tree. But the Delaware Historical 
Society’s recent, against-the-odds acquisition of a collection 
related to Ellwood Garrett offers an opportunity to acquaint 
our audience with a man whose work remains an important 
part of the Wilmington photography community and the 
Garrett family legacy.

PICTURE IT: Delaware, Thanksgiving weekend, 2020. 
While others filled their online carts with holiday bargains, 
this curator embarked on a shopping spree of a different 
kind. Armed with intel from a longtime photo historian who 
introduced me to a collection of rare Ellwood Garrett materials 
slated for auction, I prepared for an all-out bidding war. 
The Delaware Historical Society collection already includes 
a few of Garrett’s works, so I knew that his daguerreotypes 
were coveted by private collectors and competition would be 
fierce. Fortunately, I entered the fray with the support of two 
generous donors; their gifts allowed me to bid on some of the 
most valuable pieces, including pristine family portraits and 
images of Garrett’s children. Following an afternoon of intense, 
rapid-fire bidding, we prevailed, winning 17 of the 19 lots on 
the auction block. Ellwood Garrett, or more accurately, his 
daguerreotypes, would come home to Wilmington.

Ellwood Garrett’s wife with 
three children - circa 1860’s

Ellwood Garrett family portrait



I soon discovered that daguerreotypes were not the only 
gems among the auction items. Boxes of cartes de visite, 
glass plate negatives, and other photographic treasures 
awaited. A sketch book inscribed with the name “Emily 
Garrett” peeked out from a pile of letters and postcards. 
My heart raced as I unpacked a small hand-painted banner 
believed to contain the names of attendees at Ellwood 
Garrett’s funeral. These materials are wide-ranging in 
format and content, and many can be attributed to other 
Garrett family members and their associates. They will 
undoubtedly provide valuable context for researchers 
seeking to connect disparate pieces of the family’s 
history and business dealings.

It is doubtful that Ellwood Garrett ever considered 
how or if his daguerreotypes would be preserved, 
and he certainly couldn’t have foreseen the journey 
that some of his images would take to return to 
Market Street nearly 170 years later. That’s why it 
is so fitting to give these deeply personal examples 
of his work a permanent home in our archives, mere 
blocks from his original studio. Acquiring the Garrett 
Collection accomplishes several goals. First, it preserves the intellectual 
integrity of a group of stunning objects by keeping them together. Second, it allows 
us to establish meaningful connections between members and generations of a family 
whose contributions to the abolitionist movement, local business, and the visual arts made 
them an integral part of Delaware’s story. Third, it offers donors an opportunity to honor Dr. Peter 
Dalleo, a historian, retired Clerk of the District of Delaware, and former teacher at the Tatnall School, 
by gifting the collection to the Delaware Historical Society in his name. Finally, it enables a broader 
discovery of the earliest form of commercial photography through the work of Ellwood Garrett himself, 
giving Wilmington’s “aged resident” new life and the spotlight he deserves.

In times like these it may seem easy, or at least prudent, 
to deprioritize institutional collecting. But the responsibility 
to preserve the physical remnants of the past, even as we watch 
history unfold in the present, remains. If we collect with intention 
when the opportunity arises, weighing the cost of acquisition against 
the cost of stories and images lost and voices silenced, the priority 
is clear. We can’t do it alone—with or without a global pandemic—
but when friends and donors understand this delicate balance and 
step forward to help, the Delaware Historical Society is able 
to meet the moment and advance its mission.
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FOUNDATIONS

Crystal Trust
DeWees Foundation
Delaware Community Foundation
Delaware Humanities
Edgar A. Thronson Foundation
Eliason Downs Perpetual 
   Charitable Trust
Fair Play Foundation
Jessie Ball duPont Foundation
Longwood Foundation
Nor’easter Foundation
Walrath Trust
Wakefield Family Fund
Welfare Foundation

CORPORATIONS

Bancroft Construction
DEDC, LLC
EDiS
Glenmede Wealth Management
Greenbank Mill Associates, INC.
The Mottola Group at Long 
   & Foster
National HVAC
M&T Bank
Millennial Summit
Patterhn-Ives, LLC

IN-KIND

Rita and George Crowley
Colonial Parking
JPMorgan Chase Force for Good

ORGANIZATIONS

Delaware Military Heritage 
   and Education Foundation
Delaware Sports Museum 
   and Hall of Fame
Jewish Federation of Delaware
The National Society of The 
   Colonial Dames of America 
   in the State of Delaware
Tilton Society of Delaware
University of Delaware
University of Delaware Center 
   for Economics
University of Delaware Library
Wilmington University

RESTRICTED GIFTS

Margaret L. Laird and 
   Philip J. Taylor III
James and Ellen Semple
Vince Watchorn

MINKER EDUCATION FUND 

Janet Minker
Sandra E. O’Connell
Carol H. Schreiner

EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE 

Norkia Baker

PUBLIC AGENCIES

State of Delaware 

JANE & LITTLETON MITCHELL 
CENTER FOR AFRICAN 
AMERICAN HERITAGE

Alonna Berry
Maren Bertelsen
Thelma Young Carroll
Greenbank Mill Associates, Inc.
Elliott and Irene Jennings
Stephen and Sheridan Kingsberry
Najma Landis
John and Debra Martin
Dael Norwood
Mrs. Ellen Corroon Petersen
Allison M. Schell
David Teague

Janice Tildon-Burton
Marcelle Williams

READ HOUSE GARDEN FUND

George E. Alderman
Mark and Cynthia Batty
Carl and Heidi Benson
Robert R. and Mary W. Davis
Thelma Dooley
Peter and Alice Fulweiler
Nathan and Marilyn Hayward
Stephen and Sheridan Kingsberry
Antonia B. Laird
Edmond L. Lincoln
Adelaide Martin
Marian M. Morefield
Gweneth J. Platt
John A. Quintus
Walter and Beverley Rowland
Charles P. Schutt, Jr.
Joan L. Sharp
Bonnie S. White 

JEWISH HISTORY CENTER 
AT THE COXE HOUSE

Phyllis and Norman Aerenson
Harriet Ainbinder
Regina and Christopher Alonzo

THANK YOU
 for supporting the Delaware Historical Society. We are emboldened by our mission to preserve,   

promote, and share Delaware history in a welcoming environment to educate, inspire, and empower people and communities. We are grateful          
to our loyal donors who support our work with the generous contributions listed below made between July 1, 2019 and January 21, 2021.

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Margaret L. Laird, Ph.D. 
Chair, Board of Trustees

While I enjoy every aspect of the 
Delaware Historical Society (DHS), I 

am constantly amazed by the new stories the 
DHS collections reveal. As members of the 
Society, you also may be drawn to objects 
like the Civil War draft wheel, the photo of 
children at the Buttonwood School, or the 
painted wallpaper at the Read House. The 
items on display in the Delaware History 
Museum, Mitchell Center for African 
American Heritage, and Read House are just 
a small percentage of the entire collection. 
The storage areas reveal treasure after 
treasure, each illuminating a facet of our 
state’s history.

DHS curators are conscientious stewards, 
following the highest professional standards 
in caring for these artefacts. The Collections 
Policy was recently revised to address the 
collections of the Read House and the 
Mitchell Center and to set priorities for 

future acquisitions. One of those priorities 
is Delaware photography. With the help 
of generous donors, DHS purchased 19th-
century photographs, glass plate negatives, 
and portraits belonging to photographer 
Ellwood Garrett, son of abolitionist Thomas 
Garrett, at auction in November (see p. 8). 

In addition, DHS has received a generous 
grant from The Longwood Foundation, which 
will make more of the collections accessible 
to the world via dehistory.org. In the coming 
months, curators will select a wide range of 
objects to feature in videos, including those 
not often on display such as Helen Jones’ 
scrap book of photos from her 1920 road 
trip through 19 states and a book of herbal 
remedies from the 1600s compiled by early 
settler Tyman Stidham. 

We look forward to sharing all 
with you in 2021!



Anonymous
Bernard Balick
Ruth Balick
Diane and Philip Berger
Jessica Berlin
Alan Bleier
Karen Jacobs and Jack Blumenfeld
Elaine Schmerling and Warren Butt
Edna Chaikin
H. Ronald Cohen
Eileen Conner
Herbert Cooper
Jay and Georgia Cooperson
Alisa Dadone-Weiner 
   and Henry Weiner
Rhoda and Steven Dombchik
Micki and Lanny Edelsohn
Lena and John Elzufon
Peggy and Alan Evantash
Gloria and Paul Fine
Shirley Fisch
Arnold Freedman
George Golden
Maura Golin
Steve Gonzer
Paula and Helen Gordon
Suzanne and Peter Grumbacher
Ivy and Donna Harlev
Bettina and Henry Heiman
Susan and Stephen Herrmann
Beatrice Hirshout
Roger Horowitz
Diane Isaacs and Jay Halio
Susan and Lawrence Isaacs
Marion and Jack Jacobs
Ann Jaffe
Richard and Staci Julie
Robin Karol-Eng and Jerald Eng
Robin Kauffman Saran and Bruce Saran
Reiko and Barry Kayne
Shirley Klein
Eileen Knox
Larry and Janet Koch
Herbert Konowitz
Constance Kreshtool
Katherine and Daniel Kristol
Rochelle and Howard Kristol
Jane and Raymond Kursh
The Kutz Foundation
Joan Lawless
Lisa and Martin Lessner
Ellen and Alan Levin
Marilyn and Richard Levin
Barbara Levitt
Danna and Roger Levy
Lynne and Jeffrey Lew
Ilene Lipstein
Rhonda and Paul Lukoff
Michael Lundy
Shelly and Martin Mand
Richard and Marcy Margolin
Scott and Christy Margolin
Steven and Heather Margolin
Elaine Markell
Judith Melman
Ellen and Robert Meyer
Janet Meyerson
Barbara Miller
Elinor Miller
Hedy Mintz
Lelaine and Stuart Nemser
Leslie Newman and Bill Wolff
Ethel and Donald Parsons
Suzanne Paul
Gail Pietrzyk
Kathryn and Robert Pincus

Andrew Pizor
Irene and Richard Plotzker
Mara Raskin
Ernest Reiver
Ellen and Gerald Resnick
Marcy Resnick
Celina and Ronald Riebman
Margaret and Leonard Rosenbaum
Steven Ross
Darrin Sacks
Susan and Charles Salkin
Michele and Howard Sands
Barbara Schoenberg
Leah Schutzman
Phyllis Seidel
Janice Selekman
Linda Jaffe Sereduke and Christian Sereduke
Michelle and Russell Silberglied
Linda and Richard Stat
Frances Stein
Deborah and Howard Stromwasser
Connie and Michael Sugarman
Harry and Betty Ann Themal
Esther and Paul Timmeney
Ruth Tomases Joffe
Sandye and Gerald Turnauer
Sylvia and Mark Wagman
Lawrence Wainer
Marilyn Weiler
Eleanor and Mark Weinglass
Ginger Weiss and Barry Schlecker
Shelley Perlmutter and Stuart Widom
Diane Wolf and Lewis Bennett
Roberta and Melvyn Woloshin
Barbara Yalisove
Toni Young
H. Alan Young
Edward Zerin
Judith and Howard Zucker

Annual Fund Gifts
(July 1, 2020 - January 21, 2021)

$50,000 AND ABOVE

Anonymous

$1,000 AND ABOVE

Joan Appleby 
David and Gwen Brown
Lalor Burdick
Anne P. Canby and S. Page Nelson
Richard and Valerie Elliott
Richard and Catherine Julian
Margaret L. Laird and Philip J. Taylor III
William and Barbara Wade

DONATIONS TO $999

Joan R. Adams
Harry Baetjer
Madeleine Bayard
Anna Biggs
Vanita Boswell
Steve and Linda Boyden
Susan Brynteson
John Read Calhoun
Christopher and Megan Cascio
Ronald K. L. Collins
Merritt Cooch and  Shawn McDonnell
Richard and Barbara Cooch
Susan Corkran
Charles S. Crompton, Jr.

Peter and Bruce Dalleo
Wallace A. Daniels
John C. Dann
Charles W. Donaghy
Sydney Dugdale
William K. Dugdale
Harold E. Dukes, Jr.
Richard and Caroline Read Ekman
Barbara Erskine
Thomas and Mary Page Evans
Kimberly Facciolo
J. Harry Feldman
Edward J. Freel
Megan Greenberg
Susan J. Hannell
Conrad and Marsha Harper
John and Niki Hawkins
John and Judith Herdeg
Thomas Herlihy III
Joan Hoge-North
Caleb and Martha Holyoke
Anthony B. Johnson
Joyce P. Johnson
William N. Johnston
Kimberly Jordan
David and Dawn Kenton
Roger and Alexandra Kirtley
Kevin and Lisa Kobus
Howard and Rochelle Kristol
Gregory J. Landrey
C. Roderick Maroney
Robert and Alice Martinelli
Kevin C. and Lucinda B. McGonegal
Michael and Kelly Morrissey
Timothy D. Murray
Sue Muzzi
Lisa A. Nichols
Sara F. O’Byrne
Cordell M. and Lynnette Y. Overby
Donald and Ethel Parsons
Henry Pool
Virginia Barrett Price
Tara M. Quinn
William Racer
Philip and Daphne Reese
Henry and Barbara Ridgely
John Riley
Jeffrey M. Schlerf
Russell and Michelle Shearer
Frances Sherman
Henry H. and Marion du Pont Silliman
Robbie Snowdon
Elizabeth Snyder
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General Membership
(as of January 29, 2020)
LIFE MEMBERS

Annette and Conway Bristow
Constance J. Cooper
Gerret van S. and Tatiana B. Copeland
Paul Preston and Mary Davis
John F. Farquhar, DDS, PA
Alison Hoagland
Elizabeth Homsey
Barbara and Brock Jobe
Dorothy R. Marengo
Kenneth and Victoria Takvorian
Ronald and Carol Vukelich
Toni Young

FIRST STATE STEWARD

Robert R. and Mary W. Davis
Henry B. du Pont IV
Richard and Valerie Elliott
Howard and Rochelle Kristol
Natalie du Pont Reese
Andrew and Ann Rose
H. Rodney and Lynn Herrick Sharp
Alicia W. Smith

PATRON

Eugene H. Bayard
Pamela Biddle
Irenee and Barbara du Pont
Barbara Erskine
Nancy G. Frederick
Roger and Alexandra Kirtley
Antonia B. Laird

SPONSOR

Joan Appleby
Robert M. Bird III
Sheila Canby and John C. Voss
Justin and Teresa Carisio
Andrew J. Cassey
Gary and Lee AnnDean
Theodore H. Dwyer, Jr.
Robert and Eileen Emrich
Megan Greenberg
John and Sandra James
Nancy Jodlbauer
Stephen and Sheridan Kingsberry
Gordon and Susan Lipscy
Mary Ann Kelly MacDonald
David and Sally McBride
Linda Garrett McDonald
Kevin C. and Lucinda B. McGonegal
James and La Wanda Newton
Bruce A. Rogers
Ronald and Jean Samuels
Michele Sullivan
Andrew Weigel
Edgar and Peggy Woolard
David Young

1915 WOMEN’S CIRCLE

Virginia Appleby
Tina Betz
Anne P. Canby
Lisa Chase
Beatrice Coker
Nancy Crowe
April Kendra
Milo M. Naeve
Tracy Richardson
Michelle Shepherd

SUSTAINING

George E. Alderman
Edward and Mary Ann Bassett
Mark and Cynthia Batty
Julian and Karen Baumann
Richard and Josephine Bayard
Thomas and Mona Bayard

Melvin Blumberg
David and Lydia Boyer
Anne Boylan
Susan Brynteson
Robert H. Cann
Thomas and Martha Carper
Richard B. Carter
Robert S. Cole, Jr.
Norman L. Pernick
N. Taylor Collins
Garrett and Martha Colmorgen
Richard and Helen Corroon
Frederick L. Cottrell III
Thomas and Marion Crumplar
Brionna Denby
Paul F. Dolan
Alice Warner Donaghy
Charles W. Donaghy
Thomas and Mary Page Evans
James and Pauline Eversmann
Mary Fahner-Short
Janet S. Fielding
Bill and Marie Gatter
W. Thomas Gehrt
Sara  H. Geuder
Richard A. Givens II
Jeffrey and Linnea Goddess
Cheryl Renee Gooch
Roseann H. Harkins
Sarah Schutt Harrison
Roberta R. Harvey
David Hoagland
Caleb and Martha Holyoke
Lynne Howard and Don Brown
Stanley and Jeanne C. Hughes
Anthony B. Johnson
Kevin and Lisa Kobus
Edmond L. Lincoln
David and Gerri Lunger
Joan S. Mack
Jane Perkins Maroney
Sarah McCafferty
John H. McDonald
Jane E. McKinstry
Rita Meek and James L. Meek
Joseph P. Melloy, Sr.
Sandra Seaton Michel
Randall M. Miller
Rich Morgante and Ed McHale
Lisa A. Nichols
Gweneth J. Platt
Michael Ratchford
Daniel and Nancy Rich
John Riley
William and Judy Roberson
Walter and Beverley Rowland
Ernest F. Ruppe
Charles and Susan Salkin
John and Susan Sarro
Greg Sawka
James and Ellen Semple
Terry Seningen
Russell and Michelle Shearer
William and Donna Short
Paul J. Smith, Sr.
Harvey and Alice Smith
Gigi Stanford
John C. Sweeney
Robert and Judith Taggart
Harry and Betty Ann Themal
Trudie E. Thompson
Norman and Suzanne Veasey
R. M. and Mary R. Walsh
Leland and Melva Ware
Lynn Wilson
William L. Witham, Jr.
James and Susan Wolfe

FAMILY

Allen and Maggie Alexander
Libby and Steve Bak
Binney and Sandy Beale
Carl and Heidi Benson
Charles and Dorothy Campbell
Tedd Cocker
Merritt Cooch and  Shawn McDonnell

Stephen Cordano and Lorraine Sitler
Mary Culnane
Lyn J. Doto
Anthony and Catherine Flynn
Wendy Gill
Alexander and Barbara Graham
Carrie Gray
Mark Hannagan
Daniel P. Johnson
Richard and Debbra Johnson
Todd and Amanda Kimball
Ioannis Koutsoukos
Daniel and Kathy Kristol
John and Debra Martin
Robert and Alice Martinelli
Norman Monhait
Dael Norwood
George and Nancy Plerhoples
Edward and Lorraine Poling
Christopher and Jane Sanger
Evelyn Price Scott
Chris and Laura Simon
Bradley Skelcher
Michael and Susan Soltys
William and Judith Spruance
Danielle Sullivan
James Thompson
Robert and Mary Wright
Karl and Jeanette Zipf

DUAL

Randolph and Margaret Barton
Maren Bertelsen
Ann Loar Brooks
Terry and Margaret Bryan
Liz Campion and  Lawrence Motyka
Robert and Florence Collins
Tim and Amy Davis
Gale Rutan and  Joseph Francis
Marshall L. Hatfield and Janice L. Ewing
Thomas and Mary Henderer
Nicole Hetrick
Frank Ingraham
Jack and Marion Jacobs
Bill and Jennifer Jamieson
Sandra Messick and  Steve Hubschmitt
Charles and Cindy Nelson
Anthony Parker
Lawrence B. and Nancy Lynch Steele
Robert and Arlene Wisniewski

INDIVIDUAL

Joan R. Adams
Christopher Agnew
Darleen Amobi
Christa Andersen
Diane Bailey
Madeleine Bayard
Duane L. Benton
Jeffrey A. Bergstrom
Alonna Berry
Cara Lee Blume
Dennis Borkland
John Jay Brady
Theresa Brasko
Mary M. Brodoway
John Ryland Carlton
Thelma Young Carroll
Eugene N. Castellano, Jr.
Richard W. Chappell
B. Michael Ciosek
Nancy Cochran
Donna M. Cohen
Rebecca Catto
Hilde J. Cox
Margaret A. David
Helen D. Davidson
D. F. Wolcott Davis
Jackie Decarlo
Lu Ann DeCunzo
Cheryl Dingwell-Keckritz
Robert J. Donaghy III
Alexandrine Driscoll
Clarence D. Dyer, Jr.
Harold E. Ford, Jr.
Margaret Fuller
F. Gregory Gause, Jr.
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John B. Tepe, Jr.
Susan Thomas-Holder
Sarah Trembanis
Kemp Vye
Latasha Watson
Ferris W. Wharton
Doris P. Wiggins
Eliza Rodney Wolcott
Joan M. Wolf
John C. Workman II
Gary D. Wray
Terrence K. Wright
Nancy D. Wright
Robert B. Young
Louisa Price Zeh
Frederick Zell

INSTITUTIONAL

Allen County Public Library
American Antiquarian Society
Brandywine Hundred Library
Brown University, Rockefeller Library
Cambridge University Library
College of William & Mary
Cornell University Libraries

Dartmouth College
Duke University
Emory University Serials
Harvard College Library
St. Lois County Library
Indiana State Library
Indiana University Libraries
Johns Hopkins University
Kirkwood Library
Lehigh University, Linderman Library
New Jersey Historical Society
New York University, Bobst Library
Newberry Library
Penn State University
Princeton University Library
Purdue University Library
State Library of Pennsylvania
University of Delaware Library
University of Georgia Libraries
University of Maryland
University of North Carolina
University of Tennessee, Hodges Library
Wilmington Friends School
Wilmington Library
Wisconsin Historical Society
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Thomas Gears
Jennifer Mumaw Gore
Paula Grant
Robert J. Green
Clayton Grom
Lawrence E. Hampton
Susan J. Hannell
Doug Harrell
Margaret T. Harrell
Carol W. Hayden
Paula D. Hearst
Thomas Herlihy III
Joshua Hitchens
Elizabeth K. Hoagey
Mary Ann B. Horning
Lois Hubbs
Claudia N. Hughes
Carl R. Hutter
Anthony J. Iannini
Fred Iobst
Charles Elwood Jackson
David B. James
Joyce P. Johnson
Alicia Jones
Margaret Kemp
Tracy Kennedy
Ann Abrahams Kessler
Ted Kestner
Gary Kingsley
Eunice M. LaFate
Ed Lanteigne
Joan P. Larnick
Steven Leech
Peggy Litchko
Carlo Lombardi
Irene H. Long
Susan F. Lore
Dorothy Lovett
Grace Lowe
Edward E. Mabrey
Terence Maguire
C. Roderick Maroney
Richard H. May
Michael R. McDowell
John L. Medkeff, Jr.
James R. Millaway
Elinor Miller
Joseph W. Mitchell
Marian M. Morefield
Michael Morgan
Donald J. Mosemann
Regina M. Mullen
Timothy D. Murray
Jean Marie Murray Nemeth
Frank C. Ofner
Mary Faith Pankin
Alison Parker
Robert E. Payne
Thomas Pearce
William E. Postles, Jr.
John A. Quintus
Jennifer Read
Helen Reed Bryan
Pamela Cawood Rizzo
Battle R. Robinson
Mary Robinson
Carolyn Roland
Lucinda Ross
Jane Rubini
Flavia W. Rutkosky
Suzanne Savery
J. Craig Scherf
Linda M. Shannon
John B. Shipley
Marcia Sholl
Mary Jane Simmons
Joan A. Simpson
Robert A. Smiley
Gerald Smith
Gregory A. Smith
Robbie Snowdon
Mary-Ellen Sollinger
Matt Sullivan
Robert C. Swed
Gary Swenson
Dorcas G. Taylor
Helen Taylor
Richard D. Templeton

Gifts in tribute
In memory of Robin Carper
Catharine W. Johnstone

In memory of Allen E. Clark
Barbara B. Clark

In memory of Alice C. Dolan
Paul F. Dolan

In memory of Robert J. Donaghy, Jr.
Alice Warner Donaghy

In memory of Edward H. Fielding
Janet S. Fielding

In memory of Eldon Homsey
Rodney and Lynn Sharp

In memory of Lydia Laird
Nathan and Marilyn Hayward

In memory of Walter J. Laird, Jr.
Antonia B. Laird

In memory of Judge and Mrs. Caleb 
   Rodney Layton, III
Marion Laird

In memory of Roger A. Martin
Adelaide Martin

In memory of James T. McKinstry
Jane E. McKinstry

In memory of Jane and Littleton Mitchell
John and Debra Martin

In memory of Lovette M. Ryan
Thelma Dooley

In honor of Paul Preston Davis
Gordon and Suzanne Pfeiffer

In honor of Carol Hoffecker 
    and Barbara Benson
Dennis and Marilyn Siebold

In honor of Margaret Laird
Elliott and Irene Jennings

In honor of Rachael Mead
Nathan Levy

In honor of James and La Wanda Newton
David Young

In honor of David W. Young, Ph.D.
Randall M. Miller




