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st o it R, George Read || House Designated a National Historic Landmark
b Aot NEW CASTLE, Ddl. - January 12, 2017 —The U.S. Department of the Interior has
Deuglas B. Quatiitance announced that the George Read || House has been designated a National Historic
Sy, Landmark. Thisis Delaware's 14th Nationa Historic Landmark, and it is now one
Robert T Wright, OPA of approximately 2,500 landmarks nationwide.
Asioa'®, Cucly The George Read Il House, located on The Strand in Historic New Castle, was built
Aot Trestises between 1797 and 1804 for the son of George Read, Sr., asigner of both the
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. The outstanding Federal-era
James M. Baker architecture and interiors, the grounds, and gardens, and extensive archives that
\adpicte Beyard document the building and the three families who occupied the residence, make the

Linda R. Boyden

site invaluable for the study of early American history and culture. Since the
Delaware Historical Society opened the Read House & Gardensin 1976, students,

Mary W. Davis

Daryl A. Graham

Niki Hawkins scholars, and visitors from around the world have visited and conducted research.
Howard G. Kristol, l'..\(;.

Edmond L. Lincoln The National Historic Landmarks Program recognizes historic properties of
e exceptional value to the nation and promotes the preservation efforts of federal,
S A state, and local agencies and Native American tribes, as well as those of private

La Wanda Newton

organizations and individuals. The program is one of more than a dozen
administered by the National Park Service that provide states and local communities

Lynette Y. Overby, Ph.D.

Thomas L. Sager, Esq.

Jeffrey Schlerf, Esq. technical assistance, recognition, and funding to help preserve our nation's shared
Dan Scholl history and create close-to-home recreation opportunities.
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Jesnidhaig The George Read 11 House is especially significant in understanding the evolution

Michelle D. 5}:("!!“'1'{[

of American architecture during the early years of the nation. It isarare survivor
that exemplifiesthe city of Philadelphiawhere the Federa style wasfirst

Chief Justice (Ret.) Myron T. Steele

Karissa Thacker, Ph.D.

William J. Wade, Esq. manifested. The construction of the house is documented in more than 130 |etters,
Clinton Walker drawings, and invoices housed at the Delaware Historical Society’ s research library.
Toni Young Related materials dating from the founding fathers to the present day are found in

the Society’ s extensive collections. More than 1,700 collection items are currently
— ; on exhibit in the house.
Chief Executive Officer
Scott W, Loehr

“The multi-layered history of the Read House and countless stories of the people
who lived and worked there, help reveal the complexity of early American life and
contribute to our understanding of the history and culture of Delaware, the mid-
Atlantic, and the nation,” said Michele Anstine, Assistant CEO and Chief Program
Officer of the Delaware Historical Society.
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Chair

The Delaware Historical Society owns and operates the Delaware History Museum;
DN T Tt the Jane and Littleton Mitchell Center for African American Heritage; a nationally
recognized Research Library; Old Town Hall; Willingtown Square, four 18™-
century houses surrounding a picturesque urban courtyard located in downtown
Wilmington; and the Read House & Gardens, a Nationa Historic Landmark.

Melva L. Ware, Ph.D.

Second Vice Chair

[Jr:ugl:m R. (,")’u:ni ntance

Seeretary

NT—_ For more information, call (302) 655-7161, email deinfo@dehistory.org or visit
Tosmer . www.dehistory.org.
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