Letters from the
Civil War: Richard
Henry Webb

In 1862 Richard Henry Webb, a young Quaker from Wilmington, enlisted in
the 4th Delaware Infantry as a second lieutenant. Like some other
Quakers, he disobeyed his religion’s belief in pacifism and fought to

end slavery. Lieutenant Webb was killed in action at the Battle of

Cold Harbor in Virginia in early June 1864. He was buried on the
battlefield, but a year later his family returned to the battlefield

to retrieve his body and bring it home for burial in Wilmington

and Brandywine Cemetery.
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