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Office of the Colonialization Society Certificate
Washington, January 22nd, 1849

This certifies that David C. Wilson, Esq. is a 
member for life of the American Colonization Society
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Deed of Manumission dated the 19th day of March 1822 the following negroes 
to wit: Negro woman Henny to be free from and after the 1st day of March 1822, 
Negro man William to be free from and after the 1st day of January 1827, 
Deborah to be free from and after the 1st day of January 1830_ Julia to be free 
from & after the 1st day of January 1835, Philip to be free from and after the 1st 
day of January 1842. Fanny to be free from & after the 1st day of January 1841. 
Caroline to be free from & after the 1st day of January 1843. Emeline to be free 
from & after the 1st day of January 1843. Henrietta to be free from & after the 1st 
day of January 1845 and their increase if they should have any to be free 
respectively at the age of 25 years-
       True Ectract
        Test Jo Richardson test
Search & Ectract 36 cts

John Clement to his Negroes
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I do hereby acknowledge to have sold to Maxwell Bines a Negro Woman 
named Hager, and her Child named Jemima for the sum of thirty three 
pounds fifteen shillings to me fully paid and satisfied which said Negro 
Woman & Child I do hereby w[itness?] as Slaves for life unto the said 
Maxwell, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns. Witness my hand and 
Seal, this eighth day of November, one thousand Seven hundred and 
ninety nine

Witnesses present
Evan Thomas       Isaac King   Seal
Joseph Israel
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Residents of Delaware had many different attitudes about 
slavery and what to do about it. Use the Document Study 

Worksheet to help you understand each document. Would a 
person who has each document in his or her possession be 
likely to help an enslaved person self-emancipate or hinder 
them (turn them over to a constable)? Sort the documents 
into Help or Hinder. Be prepared to defend your choices!

DOCUMENTS
Anti-Slavery Convention Announcement
Kent County Sheriff Sale 
Membership Certificate in American Colonization Society for David C. Wilson
John Clements Manumits Nine Negroes 
Bill of Sale for Negro Woman Named Hagar 
Reward Advertisement 

HELP        HINDER
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Document Analysis Worksheet

What type of document is it? (Circle the best answer)

Letter   Speech  Legal Document  Newspaper
Certificate  Chart   Announcement  Patent

When was the document created?

What was happening in the United States and Delaware at that time?

Who wrote the document?

Abolitionist  Slave Catcher Activist/Reformer  Law Enforcement Officer
Slave owner  Slave trader  Slave buyer   Underground Railroad Conductor
Other: __________________

Why was the document written?

Who read/received the document?

Based on your observations of this document, the person creating it believes:

Enslaving others is wrong     People have the right to own other people
Laws allowing slavery should be changed  Slaves are property 
It is okay to break an immoral law   Everyone should obey the law, no matter what
Former enslaved people should leave this country to live in their own country
Other: _____________________________________

Do you think the creator of this document would help a freedom seeker? 

Yes   No

Support your answer with evidence from the document.
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Background Information
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CHAPTER 2
John Tillman



What does John Tillman’s story tell us about the experience 
of African Americans in Delaware?

What can we learn about slavery from a slave narrative?

Why did Tillman wait so long to tell his story? Do you think 
this affects the reliability of his account? Why or why not?

In his book Tillman tells 
the story of his life as a 
slave in Delaware, as a 
freedom seeker on the 
Underground Railroad, 
and finally as a free man 
living in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. During his 
years in bondage, Tillman 
was separated from his 
mother and brother, was 
sold several times, and 
suffered cruel treatment. 
When Tillman finally 
escaped to freedom, he 
lived the rest of his life as a 
free man, working as a farm 
laborer. He served in the 
Union army during the Civil 
War, proud to fight for his 
country and for the end of 
slavery. He was also proud 
to receive the right to vote 
with the adoption of the 
15th amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.
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 …we three were put up on the block and sold like the 
horses and cattle.  The things were all sold... We were bought 
at the sale by a man named George Commins, from Smyrna, 
and after he kept us awhile he sold my mother away from us 
to a man named William Hullock.  That made us both sad, 
because we had no mother there with us.
 

 Why would enslaved families be split apart?

 What were the realities of slave life?

“I was a slave in the sunny South, in Kent county, 
State of  Delaware where I was born, near Green’s 
Mill, and I was Henry Green’s slave.”
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My First Attempt to Escape
 

 I took particular notice of everything I saw and heard, and prepared 
to run away. I concluded not to be a slave any longer and stand their brutal 
punishment, and so one day I started away….The first man I met along the 
street was a colored man named Philip Bennson, and he knew me right 
away.  He was a free man from the same part of the country I was from...
I told him I was running away, and he said that was right and for me to go 
home with him….The next morning Bennson had me up early, and told me 
to go out across the fields and he would come around the other way and 
meet me to help me off; but to my surprise when I got there I met the 
constable, and he captured me……..
 

Do you think Philip Bennson turned 
John Tillman into the Constable?

 Why would Bennson betray Tillman?

What do you think happened 
after Tillman was caught?
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My Escape from Slavery
 
 My second start for freedom was on a Sunday morning.  Before I started my 
master, whom I said pretended to be so good to me, asked me that morning if I 
would like to take a walk out with him to the peach orchard...He wanted me to go 
walking farther with him, but I refused by saying I guessed I would go back to the 
house, then he left me in the orchard and walked off to the other part of the place.
 I stood there a few moments and watched his movements, and when I thought I 
had a good chance, I went quietly and quickly back to the house and gathered up 
what few things I had to take. What clothing I had didn’t amount to much: in short, 
I did not have much trouble in getting my little bundle together...I saw that I had a 
good chance this time to go. This was the month of August, and I knew that my 
people were having a camp meeting at Fort Penn, and this was in my favor, because 
that anyone that met me outside of my owners on the road would not mistrust me, 
but would think I was going to camp….When I got out I ran very fast, and when I 
got a good distance from the house I looked back, and saw the top of my master’s 
head as he was just going into the house...I ran very fast to get out of their sight. 
 

What are Camp meetings? Why would it be in his favor?

Are there conditions under which it would be safer for an 
enslaved person to attempt to self-emancipate?* Explain.

What would a self-emancipator* need on his or her journey to freedom?

Why would it take a lot of courage to try to self-emancipate* again after being caught? 
 

*self-emancipate - the act of freeing oneself, typically from bondage
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Arriving in Wilmington
 
I travelled on towards Wilmington, and arrived within quarter a mile of town at 
sun-down. I knew that I could not cross the bridge that early anyhow. There was a 
grass field on the roadside not far from the bridge.  I got over there and laid down in 
the grass out of sight for awhile….While I lay there studying what to do, the dusk of 
evening came on, and during the time I lay there in the field two boys came along, one 
white and the other colored, driving a cow to pasture for the evening, and turned her 
into the field I was laying in...after the boys had started back I thought I would put on 
a bold front and come out from my grassy bed and walk towards the boys.  When I got 
up to them and spoke to them, and after the boys saw that I was a stranger, and they 
knew that I did not belong in town, they began to whisper to each other, and one of 
them turned toward me and said that I was a runaway..that I had better tell them; 
if I did not that I could not get across the bridge. 
 
What cover story would you use if you were a freedom seeker 
and came across someone who asked too many questions?

What do you think happened next?

Below is a picture of the bridge Tillman mentions above, taken about the same time as 
Tillman’s journey. Would Tillman have been able to cross this bridge on his own without being 
seen or caught?  Why/Why not? What obstacles to Tillman’s journey do you see in the picture?
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 Then I told them, and the boys fixed a way for me to walk in 
between them. The business was planned by them and I followed 
their example.  They commenced talking about the boys up-town 
and I pretended to know them all. This made things lively, and I 
crossed the bridge and told them that I wanted to go to a colored 
man by the name of Benjamin Medford, and the boys pointed me 
there. I was concealed away...then put on board of Mr. Thomas 
Garrett’s wagon and was brought to Hamorton Village. 
 
 

How does Tillman know where to go when he gets to Wilmington?

What types of support systems were in place for enslaved and freed 
men in the United States?
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The Underground Railroad
 
 I was routed from these parts by the slaveholders.  Then I went 
to John Vicker’s, at Lionville, and got my dinner.  Then I started to the 
Yellow Springs, and went from here to Norris Mayorses, and from there 
to William Fussell’s. Then I went to the Maid Lewis’….They lived not far 
from Kimberton. They were all underground people, and I was with 
them a little over a month.

 I went from here to Phoenixville, and then to Mohawk Village, 
and from there to Paul’s Bridge copper mines, and then to Valley 
Forge…. After I stayed there awhile I left and went to Norristown to 
live. After I was there a short time, I and another man was walking 
down Market street of this place, and on looking around over the 
baskets of produce to my surprise I saw some peach baskets which 
I was informed had Master Ryabold’s name on them. My brother had 
belonged to that man, and I thought maybe some of them might be 
around looking for some of us, so I fled from there and went to 
Philadelphia to live.
 
Why does Tillman keep moving even after making it to freedom in 
Pennsylvania?
 

How does he know where to go next?

Why do you think Tillman's first attempt failed but his second attempt was 
successful?
 

How far do you think Tillman traveled on his journey to freedom?
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Using the previous excerpt, 
fill in the names of each 

place Tillman stopped 
on his journey.
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While John Tillman was not considered a citizen with full rights, he decided to take 
up arms to protect the rights of citizens of the United States of America against the 
Confederate States of America. Why would Tillman be so committed to the United 
States during the Civil War? 

In Tillman’s view, what was the purpose of the war?
 

What does the photograph of Tillman tell you about him?

    In 1863, there was a 
call for colored soldiers 
to go and fight for their 
country and liberty, so 
I shouldered my musket 
with the rest for to fight 
for the same cause, and 
it made me glad when 
the time came for me 
to help to save the 
country and get my 
equal liberty...
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15th Amendment 
 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude. 
 
 Here I wish to call the reader’s attention to a particular point of 
view, and that is in regard to my voting, and all the others of my 
people—I mean the colored race. It was simply this: After we all came 
home from the war, and for a good while afterwards, we had not been 
given the right to vote.  A new light sprang up within me when I learned 
about the adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment, and it gave we colored 
people a right to vote and to have a legal claim to be free citizens of the 
United States, and to enjoy the privileges which we as men of color 
earned on the battlefield, and my ancestors earned a part of these 
rights with labor and hard-ships before me, of which I am more proud.
 

How does Tillman feel about African Americans 
getting the right to vote with the 15th Amendment?  

Why does he feel that African Americans deserve to vote? 
How did this change the voting system of the United States? 

Who still did not have the right to vote in the United States?
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Evaluating a Primary Source

Primary sources help historians answer questions about 
the past and gather evidence to support their arguments.

Some questions to keep in mind when evaluating 
a primary source like John Tillman’s Narrative:

 •  When was this source created? If the source is not dated, can 
        you use any contextual clues to make an educated guess?

 •  Who created it? If no individual’s name is apparent, 
       can you guess their position within society?

 •  What was the original purpose of this source? 
      Why was it created and what was its intent?

 •  Who is the intended audience of the source? 
       How does this influence the way information is presented?

 •  Is there anyone, besides the author, who is represented 
      in the source? What can you learn about them?

 •  How has the meaning of the source changed over time?

 •  How might a historian use this source as a piece of evidence? 
     What research questions might it help to answer? 
    What story might you tell using this source?

CHAPTER 3
Teachers’ Notes
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Help or Hinder (Chapter 1)
Document   Who has it? / What will they do? Notes for discussion

Broadside        Abolitionist / probably   This broadside was an announcement of an
Anti-Slavery Convention      help freedom seekers  upcoming event at Town Hall in Wilmington,
         posted in a public place. People who opposed 
         slavery sometimes joined together in groups 
         or associations to find ways to abolish slavery. 
         They might decide to campaign for anti-slavery 
         political  candidates, arrange for anti- slavery 
         public lectures, hire lawyers to fight for the 
         rights of  enslaved people, or collect signatures 
         on petitions to government officials. (Some 
         abolitionists may have drawn the line 
         at illegal activity.)

Broadside       Someone who wants to buy This broadside shows how fragile freedom was for
Sheriff’s Sale        a slave / call the constable free black people. Here, a free black person got
         himself into debt and was to be sold into slavery
         for up to seven years. The proceeds of the sale
         were to be used to pay the debts he owed.

Certificate, Membership    Abolitionist who believes in  Some people wanted to help free black people
in Colonization Society    colonization / probably help move to a colony in Africa. The banner on the seal 
         will tell the location of the colony. (Liberia).   
         Remember that by the 1850s most American 
         slaves were born in America and had never lived 
         in Africa. Furthermore, their African ancestors did 
         not come from Liberia. Did colonizationists believe 
         in equality?

Document     An owner who wants to free  This owner has made arrangements to manumit
Deed of Manumission    his slaves / help freedom   or free his slaves. How many slaves is he freeing?
      seekers or call the constable (9) The dates for freedom range from 1822 to
         1845, a span of 23 years! Does he believe in 
         freedom for all or does he want to avoid feeding, 
         clothing and caring for his slaves when they are 
         old and no longer able to work?

Document     Slave owner / capture slave Legally, if an owner wanted to recover a runaway,
Bill of Sale for Slave    himself or call the constable he must be prepared to go before a judge to prove
         that he owned that person in the first place.

Newspaper Ad     An owner who wants a slave  Enslaved people were thought to be valuable by
Reward for Capture   returned or a slave cather who their "owners", who would offer a reward for the
      wants to collect the reward /  return of their "property". Some people made
     call the constable description  their livings capturing freedom seekers and
     includes physical   collecting the rewards.
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