Delaware

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SUFFRAGE IN THE NEWS

Designed by: Erin Sullivan, Red Clay Consolidated School District

LESSON OVERVIEW:

In this lesson, students will utilize the Delaware Digital Newspaper Project to research and read about
why Delaware did not ratify the 19th Amendment. They will use evidence from their sources do
differentiate between historical fact and historical interpretation.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
Why didn’t Delaware support the ratification of the 19th Amendment?

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):

Historians consult multiple sources when interpreting the past. It is impossible for a historian for
consider every single source, so the sources that they do use shape their interpretation. One reason why
historians have different interpretations of the past and reach different conclusions is because they
consult different sources.

DELAWARE STANDARDS:

In this lesson, students will read letters written by Delaware soldiers to the Vietnam Mailbag expressing
different views on the Vietham War. Students will understand that a historian’s choice of sources will
impact his/her conclusion.

History 2a, 9-12: Students will develop and implement effective research strategies for investigating a
given historical topic.

History 2b, 9-12: Students will examine and analyze primary and secondary sources in order to
differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

COMMON CORE STANDARDS:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a
whole.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and
ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5: Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including
how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

ESTIMATED TIME TO COMPLETE:
1 block period (approximately 84 minutes).

e  Activity I: Warm-Up 5 minutes
e  Activity Il: Mini-Lecture/Context 7 minutes
e Activity lll: Historical Skill: Research 20 minutes
e Activity IV: Historical Skill: Fact v. Interpretation 20 minutes
e  Activity V: Discussion/Debrief 10 minutes
e Activity VI: Assessment 20 minutes

Total Time = 82 minutes

RESOURCES NEEDED:
e Slide Presentation
e Computer with internet access
e Projector (e.g., LCD, Smartboard)
e Student devices to conduct research
e Suffrage background and timeline (not required)
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PROCEDURE:

1. WARM-UP (developing context)
Using slide deck, share the warm-up question
a. discuss students’ interpretation of the postcard.
b. ask students: Why might there be different views on suffrage?
c. ask students: What do you know about Delaware and suffrage?

2. MINI-LECTURE: Developing context
Use Slides to present a very brief overview of the suffrage movement. Included in the slides are
key events, and key vocabulary. Help place Delaware into the context of the overall suffrage
debate. Next, build context by explaining the Delaware Digital Newspaper Project.
a. Tell students that, in this lesson, they are going to read newspaper articles from Delaware to
better understand the debate in Delaware around suffrage.

3. HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS: Research

a. Introduce the Delaware Digital Newspaper Project.

b. Show search features and practice as a class. Use the slide to highlight how to change the
dates, search terms, etc.
Show search results. Discuss ways to refine a search.
d. Select a search result. Use the slide to highlight tools available such as zoom in/out,
downloading as a PDF or text, cutting a part of the article, and highlighted search terms.
Independent Practice: Have students practice searching for their own article to use. NOTE: If
you need to shorten the lesson, or do not access to enough devices, you can use the 5
articles with this lesson in place of a student search.

o

@

4. HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS: Factv. Interpretation
a. Use the slides to discuss the difference between fact and interpretation. Tell students those
interpretations aren’t bad, and they are a necessary part of filling in the gaps. However, it is
important that, as readers, we are aware of them.
b. Students will practice reading their newspaper article to identify facts and interpretations.
c. Share out: have students share their articles and where they say saw facts and
interpretations. Ask students to look for common trends across articles.

5. DISCUSS/DEBRIEF:
As a large group, discuss how the articles answered the essential question: Why didn’t Delaware
support the ratification of the 19th Amendment?
a. Depending on the articles the students the students selected, you may need to fill in some
gaps or have students conduct additional research.


https://library.udel.edu/ddnp/
https://library.udel.edu/ddnp/
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6. ASSESSMENT:
a. Have students respond to the Writing prompt: Why didn’t Delaware support the ratification
of the 19th Amendment?
b. Let students know, in their writing, students should highlight their own interpretation.
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SUFFRAGE IN DELAWARE SAMPLE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Newspapers samples courtesy of Delaware Digital Newspaper Project/Chronicling America.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn., Aug. 18 (United Press).—The Ten-
nessee House of Representatives today voted to ratify the federal
suffrage amendent. The vote was 49 to 47.

Speaker Walker immediately changed his vote.
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days in which to move for reconsideration.

This made the vote 50 to 46.

Immediately after the vote the House went into adjournment.

Leaders of the suffrage forces declared it will be “absolutely
impossible” for Speaker Walker to change the result through a re-
consideration.

The vote to ratify came after a vote to table the ratifying
resolution was defeated, 48 to 48. Before the vote to table was
taken Speaker Walker announced that if the resolution went to
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BRI DU s Giinonesiives 623 P. M.| shairman of the commitlee osp‘;rms. BALT CONFERENCE “' m ”l;'"" ‘“Ecun':";' a. S i ik
: . 1. E. Reed, who for thre

\lm-(h n! Christiana,
vee 040 AL M.
1015 A. M,

— —————y
D FOUND. {4

High waler 1005 P. M.

Low water .

LOST
o e | v
(l\T~—l\’ FLOOD, FISHING S \lrl:: !
4 17 Par engin Re

L A
Thomas n..n.m E et bridge. |

umr..l

uth #

It

OST—$#4, GOING FROM FOURTH AND | dancing,

Shipley to 14th and Walnut streets, at
::an tml-y] O:I(!:-:”d if returned to Even- | !
& Journa or 1301 Anchorage street.

mardi-it. )

Continued on Page Seventeen

Saloon League

~<STATE METHODISTS TO

1030 P. M. | pog M

| Chure

| amendment to admit Jaymen Inlo equal
membership
Conferences.

ugh the mall this mn'n.nx; raised will go to the purpose which It
ation Isimwd by the ‘Antl-| ooy sssured—the rellef of the six mil-
0 ) n* \y

£ AYMES  Durport) “"v] on starving men and women and mil

the stater f Wa 3. Wheel
Hanent o 1%;‘“ ’.. “Z:;:,”, lion suffering children in Eastern Eu-
rope,

}
) be

r national attorney

n this ¢ e s Bl
> MIAJ ‘|ln”"m?m‘~ : Thers were two eclrcumst that
* glaring headlines ao- | Drought about this condition was

glaring NeAdunes 80=|epat a friend of the cause in Delawar

re of being liquor lob-
e or delib-
not their own bat-

a man who had made cor able
money In the oll flelds of the west but
who would not permit the use of his

\{ liquor u—:.mu_v l% name, has underwritten the entire ex
‘: “““P "“f’ OVery | pense of the campalgn loc Besldes
"hul\l‘ this this, the local committee

as not re
,qnlrvd to m n-nl the expenses of the car
| palgn direct Isidor Coons, M
Is engaged rm salary basis by
headquarters and was sent here 1o as
sist In the Delaware campalgn

and ny that

'M 1r suoh Ia :Ic- ar
» Is no doubt, bul that
penoce and support of the

esslon will be exerted| phat Mr. Coons established a pe
380 sources from which these|pnent place for himself in the h
ns .n-xr.e all with whom he was asso d d
\\,. wi \.A..o state briefly and preolse- | jne the campaign was Indicated at the
y Just what we are asking for, and We | fina] dinner Monday night. When his

are perfectly willing to let the publig,
1 consists of our patients, be the

idges of whether our demands are

reasonable and oonslstent.

t of all the Constitution of the

name was mentioned by Chalrman M
ler the entire audicnce In
arose to aocclalm kindly feellng

director and he was called

X.»\-

i
u upon to

Inited Stales and the Constitution of Nittingly.
Coatinued on Page Two. Mr. Coong I8 a “dyed-In-the-woo!'

tmethods acquired during his exper

ation and entertainment,
General Conference will convene in
103 on May 1. The Wilming-
on delegates will go * Instructed to
ole agalnst the submitted plan for
mification of the Methodist Episcopal
shurch with the Methodist Episcopal
*h, South; against any change In
church diseipline which forbids
theatre-golng and cary-play-
against the oonstitutional

A transfer of the Rev, F,

more Conference will probably be made,
If an exchange can be arranged
Baltimore Conference. Dr,
appointed to the pastorate of the
church in Milton next year, but owing
he to his wife's |liness, she cannot

ng, and in Baltimore,

with ministers in the| A Safe Spring Tonle, CLOVER DAIRY

BUTTERMILK —Adv,

evid n(.\ was

John Boyce, No, 1818

-| Spestal to The Ev

make a speech to which he responded gustody of Sherl

newspaper man and to the direet action town,
lence| give a
| with the Fourth Estate his suceess as a | himself.

X. Moore | M. E.
from Wilmington Conference to Balti-|

with |
Moore \\-,...'

g0 to|and costs by Deputy
| Milton and he is anxious to be near her Municipal Court this morning. Manio

d nomination
! platform 'h)~n-‘~ rejection

i
: dhea

g

,,)..,

peoring to all
y sea the cam-

jon or no treaty

sted they were

belonged to
“l am glad Mr
asylum of a part

d Senator

Other Presidential Aspirants |

n| ware Women To Be

of stralght !

what party he

"OCCUPATION OF RUHR

PARIS,

as

DISTRICT BY GERMANY

IS OPPOSED BY FRANCE
\hrr.-h—'l—lw#ll—'m!:d Press.)—
France regards Germany's ocoupation of
MISS MAY PUT |the Ruhr distriot “unnecessary,”
| Premier Millerand sald in a letter he

handed to Dr. Wilhelm von Mayer this

SUFI:RAEE []vER oy “"I nch premler refused the Ger

v A 2l man charge's request that Franoe state

conditions under whioh she would oon
Telegraphs Dela-{sent to occupation of the disordered
"()f area by German troops

Gnvcrnur

i | Earlier it was understood that Franoce

Good Cheer” would consent to Germany's proposition

| th -t roops be sent Into the disordered

? distriot fer 20 days to put down the

[ XPECT FAVORABLE | Communlst uprising, provided the Ber-
wernment gave satisfactory guar-

HOUSE \()r[ SOON |

the troops would be withdrawn

vhen the tme limit expired,
Reversal of the French attitude was
JACKSON, Miss., March 381 (Unite 1 atts buted to the trouble In obtaining
| Press Flushed with suceess over| guarantees
Lt viotory In the Slate ye e
1 suffrag aders were WASHINGTON, March 31 (United
| moving to secure the tu { all &l Pr resident  Wilson will. not
| sent membe f ' er House make xplanation to the French

la possi
{8 ¥ ly to Ambassador

t protest" against the

{. Russ ted to " " ’ :
\ " Xy 2 (!_S s - irge that militarism s
€ s 1 ALl et W 'S sdency In France, N

ratification of the measure o It f y A o, =
w”l [\.‘,:;.\.( t ...‘ :. ssissl ,:‘ th The quest f the President's state- |
3 . l“" ." M -‘l ok . 4 H " | ment IS now a “elosed Ineldent.™ it was
m ! 1ssell sa boday JUSE | said on good authority today.
will pass the measure witl it an ex- —

| tension of the se¢

wiversone_outease| FIOME RULE PASSES

1-':‘.H':“lr:‘ ?»:):»n-. are t y ready to call up the sulfrage resolu- .
oheer” and predicted that ‘Y“‘ Sippi SECOND READ‘NG ““}"‘!.\r minutes hefore this Mr. Hart sald

\ would rnm) t

| —_——
Byl has ’f""“k‘:‘f‘ CORK, March 31. (United Press).—A | cafled up,
T > large party of armed men attacked the
\ gm-d i’" lice b '"'_"‘ At Durrus, 45 miles from | eomised and he helieved in holding -

Wert ' man to his promise

linghuysen of New Jersey
er's “,( /v) shows hi " 3 e r re
sme..” said Semstor Spemver, Miss T o8 e e &
! t f k. W ming, a4 Ih’m- wo policemen w ‘.,4 VOUT ,“‘.' e et
sald It wo Ip some TP, it oot
where H¢ r stands 8
> 5 3. 't Prees)
tor New, Indlana, de :
T r e d r L i s home
wa 1 g [rule bl for | passed second
. self as readin sday. The vot s o O
o 1 b 1 RCPTL“<L ntative l).ln?cnh.’lkt‘r o v "-.' final 1’ Y ‘“:‘I\x“::!t ;Z.:‘r‘-
S 4 be weleome,” |  Offers Such Bill for New sh Unlonist leader, sald he had
3 j 'n <“1r1"-] by Seo 1 Yard thatl six
IR RRILES:. 7 ARSI N , Castle C uunry an-Na-GOael members had landed from
= AN e e )'“ ‘n s ”. ( America with the avowed jotention of
eSS oves °8 rssasinating him
to th € :r Republican Club \\ OULD ME R(‘F ALL -
fornia, public 0 1 ASSAULT CASE CONTINUED.
he Is naturally i .:"' i ,‘ A ,\[,M\H(JL,\F\ l\l ()\P | Hearing In the case of Frank Mell,
ndent element” of the Hep | harged with assault and battery on

adopls &
mstruetive plat
ther reactionary no
his “entire su

ar ‘1 lf the party

it the mar sent )
h I havs W 1 t

tion In my own Slat ivinee me th

it Is my confirm b

that my € ha
Already 1t g0

the

‘ " GOVERNMENT THIVES

WELL Ol' MD ROADS

2 Journal
Md., March 381 The United
1 of Publie Roads !

sued several handsome photographs of
the| Maryland roads
Walter Keither, aged 1§ years, Is Ir

ton Jail
by Perryville railr
and did

very sa

has been pastor of the Janes'
Chureh, of Rising Sun, has ac-
cepted & call to Langhorne, Pa., M. E
Church.

\6"]"\

MANION IN AGAIN AS DRUNK,
Pleading gullty to a charge of drunk-
enness, Thomas Manion was fined 810
Judge Finger, .'1

has a rather lengthy police record
Infants—Clover

Certified Milk for

e "\

Dairy Co.—Adv.

Iam B. Sullivan, was continued until
’!r.lln by Deputy Judge Finger In
Munlicipal Court this morning, Sulllvan

rrespondent
HOUSE,

lu-\H\ March 31—

MR. TOWNSEND WOULD STEP
ASIDE TO PASS SUFFRAGE;
HART BALKSAT VOTETODAY

Governor Says Issue
Too Big for Personal-
ity of Any Man to
Stand in Way of.
Makes His Offer in
Conference of Repub-

lican Legislators ;

RATIFY TODAY
IS HIS CONDIHON\

Stafy Pnrro-pnnvlen!
DOVER, Del, March 31-Governor
John G. Townsend, Jr., ot conference.
of the Republican members of the Sen-
ate and House this morning offered to
withdraw from the fight for delegate to
the Republican National Convention in
Sussex county if the Republican mem-
hers of the Legisiature would put oves
the Suffrage Ratification Amendment.
The conference adjourned without
taking any action on the p tion,
There Is a difference of opinion of
what the members will do on the prop-
osition. There seems to be an Impres-
sion that some of the members are now
so stubborn that they will even refuse
to agree to this offer of sacrifice on the
part the Governor and will Xill suf—!
rr. in Delaware,
| To the surprise of every one, m-
| sentative Hart at 2 o'clock this afters
noon announced, in reply to a question
| trom Speaker Corbit, that he was not

he wonld call it up and even Speaker
Corbit said he understood it was to be

Mr. Lioyd stated that Mr. Hart

He asked if thore
! was no way the hill could be forced up
by suspension of rules,
Speaker Corbit replied that the rules
could be suspended by a
vole,
Mr. Lyons sa’d there was no use talk-
ing about suspending the rules, that it
could not he done, evidently meaning
the “antis” did not have enough votes,
Mr. Mulvena sald It was another case
of “outside Influence” He sald Sena~
tor Walker had called Mr. Hart out of!
the room only a few minutes before,
Mr. MoNabb objected to the delay)
and sald It was nothing less than triok-
ery. “They are trylng to pul sol
hing over that they can't put over™
he added.
Mr. Soper sald he had other business

(Continued on Page Seven.)

|

Senat hY glon Intro- | raiied to appear in court
duced in 1 y afternoon | = —
a1 Kent County | Z
! { $1.000000 o
Pr ¥ of the ntm“"SAY HE S’["IAE Twu JULTS HAH
houe r imnties and for |
r t ef Home, near |
n Kent county is made in a bil
wduced by Senator Palmer, It pro HIS [IWN S[]N‘
¢ New Castle County Hos-
State Hospital for
all the other lands
fahg, ounty ¢ soital |t 1as Lad Anyway, So Silfies
. S5 § Wants Support Order |
Concelled

MOTHER'S DYING !
REQUEST HEARD |

| the antl-suffragist

ANTIS WORRIED

'News From Mississipp! Fol-
| lowed by Conference of All
: Republican Legislators

'LADIES PLEAD WITH
REPUBS TO RATIFY

Staff Correspondent.
DOVER, Del, March 31—Two -v-.
shocks within ten minutes had

leaders who have
been battling for more than a
week against ratification of the suf-
frage amendment wobbly for a short
time yesterday afternoon. The first Jolt
came about 245 o'clock when a report
reached the State House that the Sen-
ate of Miasissipp! had ratified. Before
the "antis” had time to recover from
this unexpected blow bhoth Houses re=
cessed and all the Republican members
of the Legislature went Into conference
behind closed doors In the Supreme

fH
) 3 | 2
er eragy |  Accusation that Harry Slifles stole
Thn wdopted t House his own 7-year-old boy was made by
. ros i ; tive " ) 8§ ! £l Phillp L. Garrett, representing the
v busines o 1 today & | man's decessed wife's mother, when
o e vas made by John F.
al 1 B o tnd y for Siifies, for the revo-
t} to the 1 on-support order against
-' hat hod t sllent for the support of the child
L aat ARtars | In \r micipal Gourt this morning.
! \l— Lynn explained to the court that
t ’ tep ‘ gust, 1918, Slifles was ordered to
{] ¢ y pay Hn a week for the. support of
| > oL ~‘ m. wife and child. About a year ago
sala N he order was decreased to 8 a week
rip” any ¢ ne : ,mr the suppont of the child alone, Mrs.
: L s 1o | Slifles having died. The child has been
. = § Subaay ,,,“H in the custody of the father for the

| past nine weeks, Mr. Lynn staled, be-
cause of which he
vocation of the order,

ted. The
n whose
'l"z’ would |

s, but three| Mr. Garrett then stated
mmissioners from new |8tole his boy from the custody of his
st would be elected. The | Mother-in-law. The child's grandmother
| districts are divided as |pent him to his father about nine weeks
follows: First district, Wilmington; | mgo, he said, and the father has e
Continued on Page Eleven. Nm‘n kept him In his custody and re-
allow him to relurn to his

grandmother, Mrs, Silfles, on her death
{bed, gave the custody of her child to her
{'mother, Mr. Garreit said. This latter
L“ﬂl’allon is disputed by Slifies

[!uwd to

LAW, NOT WLAUGHLIN,
HAS THE SAY NOW j»

The order agalnst Willlam MoLaugh
lin for the support of his wife was ln-
creased from #350 to 810 a week by
Deputy Judge PFinger, In Municlpal
Oourt this morning. The couple have
heen married forty-one years and have
had seven children.

The court took the revocation re-|
uest under advisement,

SMOKING VESUVIUS
SCARES NAPLES TODAY

When McLaughlin was asked If he| NAPLES, March 31. (United Press)—
nad anything to say, he remarked to |Great oolumns of smoke which issued
the judge that he did not see why he|from Mount Vesuvius today alarmed the
should pay his wife anything anyway. | population, The director of the Vesuvi-
He was given to understand that other | an observatory said there was no cause
questions eould not be kone into at this |for fear, He ocharacterized the phe-
time: that the law settled the support {nomenon as the usual spring manfesta-
question several years ago. tion of the voleano,

asked for the re-|

that Sfifies| P

Court room with National Committee-
vmm General T. Coleman duPont, Gover-
| nor John G. Townsend Jr., United States
{Senator L. Helsler Ball, Secretary of
State Everett C. Johnson and other Re- .
ublican leaders present.
This last action had the “antis" “up
in the alr.” Even thelr red roses seems=
ed to droop, The two sudden events
. as sunshine after rain to the suf-
The suffrage leaders had been
a hard day of It up to that
time. But the “ant!s" refused to be-
leve It. It was Just im §o-ssble umcn'
Mississippi Senate could do such a th!
| and then, anyhow, the Mississippl
| islature was not In session, they
It is only a suffrage trick to help
the Delaware men In line, wearers
the red roses sald. :
The House was In session when bl- s
Mississippl news reached the State
House. 'Miss Alice Paul was the firs§
to receive It by telephone at the Wo-
men's Party headquartess from st-
ington, She soon relayed the news to
the State House and In a few ‘uﬁ
it had spread through the Senate
House. Thers was suddenly a buzsl
among suffragists followed by
and remarks such as “Now, 'td!,
do."
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SUFFRAGE BEFORE HOUSE TODAY ON MERITS

THIEF STEALS
SHIRTS LEFT

BY THE DEAD

oroner’s Office Robbed Last
Night of Clothing Worn
By Magnus

IWEARING APPAREL
" TORNFROM TRUNK

| Thieves some time last night robbed

he offioe of (« i
‘u the county end of the Publie
g, not 100 feet from ) ¥

r Isaac S

lance o
valued at not less than $100

yner Bullock sald . this
that it Is impossible Lo give
mate of Lthe loss yetl, as |
neocssary to go over th
ocllaneous assortmeni of
v c
b
i

«
1
2 AD
& ged W
Ay 1
€ )
. ) 5 a lot

. nvineed are L
I ys o m g t n
sul \s § s 1 can find tin
ofl to see 151 what Is miesing

al some one would at-

the trunk of Wi

aving the oflice

‘ the coron ocked @

sir trunk In such a manner

that he coul ! t if it were tampered
¢ A\s soon as he entered the <h|x-

aw that some one had
mk. Opening 4t and
remaining sl shirts the
coroner found that ffteen had been
taken
Joroner Bullock believes that the thefl
Continued on Page Tr',-r!"z'n

SUFFRAGISTS WIN
ENEMY’ MEETING -

this morning l
nsacked L

“Capture” Assemblage at
Centreville Called By
“Antis’' " Leader

ADOPT RESOLUTIONS
URGING RATIFICATION

and

ysed to Suffrag

UPE

was seleoled 10

h $ a8 age supporler, and
wh 1 of the meeling gol it
L Ay afl ot
su ge workers d @
! and ptur t 1 ff J
par wer Miss Mabel Ve
Phill Burnet, Mrs, Dilworth,
Vietor duPont, Mrs. A. D, Wa

ssident of the Slale Feder
; Mr. and Mrs
Wilfred Ban

party of suffrage enthuslasis fr
Arden colony ais ttended

The crowd assemb.ed In the Grange
Hall, but Mrs, Thompson did not ay
pear. Somebody SUgg ed telephoning
tes his was sald

d and 1L
" me:ling was all

hompson was Lol

the had repl
f1." Then Mss
t was sald today In suffrage circles

T

sat the wd had al
the essslon. To this Mrs, Thompson Is
sald have replicd that “anyway she

ulc v‘! atlend.'

Allogalhe re were about Afby
ot30Dg preset 1en the assemblage
was Ccalled t Mr Dilworth
ronsplcuousiy ng a large yellow
laffodil, took chair, and the

conty 1 on Page Twenly-two.

TODAY'S II\II’I'NATI HF

At The Evenlng Journal Qfilce
800 A X W 1200 P. M
1000 A. M bi 100 P. M...

SUN AND TIDE,

sSun riss M
Sun sets .. .. 5 ..6.2% M
Mouth of Christiana,

High wagr LBAD AL M. 010 P. M,
Low \\Jl' 320 A. M. 340 P. M.

JOST AND FOUND,

A A AN AN
LUQT— @xm RIM AND TIRE OFF

Ford Reward If returned to Sem-
purg & Bakwell, Vandever Ave. mardo-3t

~~'busd on Page Twenly-two)

|

assembled for |

SEE POLITICAL
“BUNK”INTALK
OF REFERENDUM

7"'10(?;)15 Ifom;’:;:’g £(:: MR I]U P []NT I: []R 'Deﬂnes Attitude After France

: e g , | Threatens to Protect | ts Ratifi ti
Smenment i Ticve ODE ANENDMENT) e omebrsr = | 50y pp pISE.OYAL 70 0. 8. | Moasure on s Merit

| ‘ Measure on Its Merits.
\‘AMERICA WANTS ALLIB ALBANY, N. Y. March 850 (United Stitt, regarding the evidence, but he

Democrats Voted for
N Press)— ve uspende Soclalist held the embly cannot y
TO KEEP HANDS OFF iresoohe fve suspeaded Socialat held ihe sssembly seanot ox loyally &\ 1/ favorable Repork
- were declared disloyal and unworthy of

Assemblyman Rowe X
thelr seats in he on Reso’utlon

ARIS M S o majority report of the [not sign the majority repo
PARIS, March 30 (Un!ted Press.)—Dr judiclary committee, fNled tods a concurring opinlon, He
A minority report

Wilhelm Mayer, German charge d'af filed by Willlam five men and the Soclallst parly have i e

alres, today notified Premier Millerand  S. Evans, one of the 13 members of been convieted of disployalty Debate

that his government pledges Itself not commitiee asserts that while the five in the assembly on the various opin IIOUSE A‘[4Y Vom
Soclalists have been proven disloyal lons was expecied to open tomorrow,

to send additional troops into the neu- Y RR

{ on 2 the Assembly has no constitutional Regarding evidence tending to show 4

"'sl zone as provided In the peaot ght to prescribe loyalty as a test of [the Soclalist party s a revolutionary 0‘\ [T TOAIO OW
treaty, without authorization by the  eligibility Yor Its members and urges body, Evans says ———
Allies. Mayer's stat they be reseated, “We cannot try and acquit or ocob- Stafr Oorrapondm

aia atl A second dissening opinlon was filed 'viet the Soclalist party.’
orous action ¥ ”

> Assemblymen Willlam W. Pellett| The majority roport recommends that DOVER, Del, March 830~—Fireworks,
Stitt, Republicans. They the assembly vote to declare vacant and plenty of them, are promised be-

fle the evidence disclosed the seats of the five men—August Claes- gore the suffrage ratification resolution

GERMANYWONT EFFORT TOFORCE SENATE
RUSH ARMY T0. COMMITTEE TO REPORT OUT
NEUTRAL ZUNE' RESOLUTION TODAY FAILS

SOCIALISTS BARRED FROM  "eP*!ican Yoboriy of
N. Y. ASSEMBLY, DECLARED | pori,

: Rl
Who Would De/)rwe‘Outlincs Some Changes to

Meet Objections to New

Women, Comprising a
School Law

Great Mass of the
Peaple, of a Vole

R]I)I)LI‘ L 1 T]’: Vl‘ | Stafr t:nrrnponf‘!enl. e
INTI 11((,L MENT |pieece 5. dupont. \'l".LT,f;if;,jft,Z“i,’fZ

|s ite Board of Education sad giver of
more than £2,000,000 to carry out a

Republican, did
it wrote|
4 that the

FAVORS MEASURE TO
! REDUCE TAX RATE

ent followed vig-
by the French govern
t. Premier Millcrand was quoted
by the Matin as deolaring:

Spee to The Evening Journal school bullding program under the new : i ' & . . : . - by Sol
” 2 18 he neh ar 3 ane: | lists, b A8 ) ¢ o Loul al O o
VIVER. Mareh 30—The latest argu- school code, disoussed with member of “The French are ready tn advance He : ',-..v, aidy a “:‘, n'|:¢ .“ n -'n-, o 18 ‘ A «Iman\ G -'u \0 ( is called up for a vote. Iu fact, the
: . " - h the House Committee on Education yes- | from Mayenoce and oocupy Frankfor 1A fu render the gov-|man, amuel A, DeWitt and Sam-
5 well as the weakest up-to- 2 of the Nanau and Darmstadt should the Ge jent any service during the war, | uel Orr It holds that all  fireworks started this morning. There

lay aflerpoon s¢ ob e
jons that-he has heard raised to the | man Reichswehr further penetrate the
tification! new law and which he haoould | neutral zone,

vas nothing to
tude was other than

show their attl
negative and that

against them on thelis an alr of expectancy around the State
y of the session have been House, and everyone seems L0 have &
sustalued; that the Soocialist! ohip on his shoulder today,

charges m
ning day
the suspended men should be reseated. 'fully

ate, waleh tne Dmocartic party in Del-

advanced agalost ra

s ~ ppeare " " incorporated Into am nis to the | I hope the Allles will aot jointly, A .
I suXiage, appeared y ‘!lﬂ' "1 code, ’ but France will ‘aot alone {f necessars 'Thf\'-leclnrrd vh‘- legislature cann l party has been proven to advocate| Representative Lyons reported the
lay in the editorial columns of th Mr. duPont was before the comm!ttes The foreign office previously had an- |Preseribe membership In & 1l force and violence for overthrow of the suffrage ratification resolution out of

10l States and thal the American the House Committes on Revised Stat-
s re- Soclalists are In full accord and sym-|ytes on Its merits early this aflernoos
18 been pathy with the Russian Soviel govern-|The committes, by & party vote, 4 to 8
al or- ment 'deoldfd to report the resolution out
d the| Further, the majority reports urgesithat way. Messrs. Lyons, Jester, Fran-
favoring German § mem-|le ation, which wouid, In e + Pre o1y and Hanralty, Hepublicans voted to
occupation of the Ruhr distriet and op- P°rs and that its action Is final, but the Sociallst party’ from ocoupy- ! report It on Its merits, and Messrs, Mo-
posing extension of the Allied zone of Stid that “because our action is fnal, Ing a place on the offioial ballot. Nabb, Paradee and Sherwood, Demo-
ocupation, but there are no Indications '”'l,h"“"" OF VAN BeFious . consoquen The § t party Is held to be dis-| g4y yoad 1o report it UNIV°;m1¥
that the French Intend to abide by Wil- !0 the five assemblymen and their con- | loyal In ery way. Emphasis ls laid| ™. Lyons could not say whcther'o!
n's suggestions. The President also

Siioemelen” e MBS wileh e as-in VieTueh- Saab S SeEl ACwDE SRR S0t it would be called up for a vote
It {ohalrman; Lester, Clendanlel J¢ urged agalnst Allled troops going Into Sembly possesses must be exercised States entered the war, the Soclalists :
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN DELAWARE BACKGROUND

Interest in women’s rights in Delaware grew slowly in the nineteenth century. For many
years, the only voice raised in Delaware on behalf of a woman’s right to own property, to
control her own money, and to vote was that of Mary Ann Sorden Stuart of Greenwood. Left a
widow in 1859, Stuart was forced to learn to support herself and her five children. As a result of
inequitable laws, Stuart determinedly lobbied the state legislature for women’s equality. In
1869, she organized the state’s first convention for Women’s Suffrage in Wilmington and
helped connect the burgeoning Delaware movement to the national women’s movement.
Stuart was instrumental in bringing Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Belva
Lockwood to Delaware in 1881 to testify before the General Assembly regarding Women'’s
Suffrage. In 1889 Stuart testified before the US Senate Judiciary Committee that she paid taxes
under protest because she could not vote. In her view, this was taxation without
representation.

While Stuart and her allies lobbied the Delaware legislature, interest in women’s
suffrage was spreading throughout the state. In 1895, Howard High School commencement
activities in Wilmington included a debate on women’s suffrage and an address by Mary Church
Terrell, first president of the National Association of Colored Women (NACW). In 1896 the
Delaware Equal Suffrage Association (DESA), a statewide group affiliated with the National
American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), founded by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, was organized.

The Delaware suffrage battle really began to intensify in 1913. Failure to get the state
legislature to pass a bill that would give women the right to vote made the state’s small group
of suffragists determined to gain so much public support that the legislators would have to
approve the vote for women in 1915. Street-corner rallies and parades soon came to be more
important than club meetings and teas in women’s homes for spreading the message. Up and
down the state sped Florence Bayard Hilles’ powerful automobile, dubbed the “Votes for
Women Flyer,” bringing the suffrage message to towns and hamlets in all three counties.

In March 1914, fourteen African American women met at the home of Emma Gibson
Sykes to form the Equal Suffrage Study Club to “arous|e] interest in the suffrage movement
among colored women and to conduct a campaign of education among them.” The Equal
Suffrage Study Club chose poet and Howard High School English teacher, Alice Ruth Moore
Dunbar (later Dunbar- Nelson), as their president, Emma Sykes as vice-president, Bessie Dorrell
as secretary, and Fannie Hopkins Hamilton as treasurer.
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On Saturday, May 2, 1914, Delaware suffragists held their largest parade in Wilmington,
with more than 600 people marching, and thousands of spectators jamming the streets and
hanging out of windows. Three grand marshals — Florence Bayard Hilles representing New
Castle County, Mary Slaughter representing Kent County, and Miriam Gray representing Sussex
County — led the parade. They wore white dresses and the purple, yellow, and white sashes of
the Congressional Union, a national women’s political organization, and each carried a yellow
banner emblazoned with her county’s name. Next came a band playing “Onward Christian
Soldiers,” followed by women, men, children, floats, and automobiles divided into 12 sections
or divisions. The Homemakers section contained the most marchers, while African American
women marched in the Equal Suffrage Study Club led by one of its founders, Blanche Stubbs. All
the women in the parade wore white — except the college women who wore their caps and
gowns — while the participating men wore business suits.

Unfortunately, no amount of talking could change enough legislators’ minds. Once
again, the General Assembly rejected votes for women. Delaware’s suffragists then joined
those from all the other states to seek an amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The focus of the
battle shifted to the nation’s capital.

Suffragists at railroad station, May 10, 1914,
GVT54, Delaware Historical Society

Suffragists at railroad station, May 10, 1914 - In
1920, women gained the right to vote, but only
after a long, hard fight. That long road to victory
took women and men from the Green in Dover to
the White House in Washington, D.C., and to nearly
every city and town in Delaware. The Votes for
Women Flyer, the Silent Sentinels standing in front
of the White House, the militant suffragists, and the
equally insistent antisuffragists, all made for a
colorful, exciting moment in America’s history.

The leaders of the Congressional Union were already using some of the more extreme
tactics of British suffragists, including parades, rallies, and demonstrations. It wasn’t long before
they began employing pickets, hunger strikes and heckling, as well. Delaware’s own Mabel
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Vernon fearlessly interrupted President Woodrow Wilson on July 4, 1916, when he spoke at a
labor gathering in Washington, and demanded in a loud voice:

“Mr. President, if you consider it necessary to forward the interest of all the people, why do you
oppose the national suffrage amendment?”

A secret service agent quickly removed Vernon from the room and the incident received
negative publicity.

The Congressional Union held the political party in power, the Democrats, responsible
for the lack of action on the Susan B. Anthony Suffrage Amendment to the Constitution. They
particularly sought to force the party’s leader, President Wilson, into action. Pickets outside the
White House began in January 1917. On February 18 a delegation of 15 Delawareans joined the
cause as pickets, or Silent Sentinels, as they came to be called:

Margaret Bacon Mrs. Z.H. Lofland Naomi Schopfer
Edna Field Annie M. Arniel Mabelle Davis
Mrs. M.E. Brown Mildred Davis Mrs. E. Beatty
Mary Gallagher Mrs. McGinnis Mrs. L.E. Tarbutton
Anna McCue Mrs. Harry Yerger Olivia White

March 1 was Delaware Day on the picket line at the White House. Despite rain and snow,
Delaware’s delegates marched behind Mabel Vernon from the Congressional Union’s
headquarters to the White House wearing bright yellow slickers and hats. Florence Bayard
Hilles carried the state’s banner and others carried signs with slogans such as “MR. PRESIDENT,
HOW LONG MUST WOMEN WAIT FOR THEIR LIBERTY?” The pickets upset President Wilson,
who tried to dodge the issue. He thought the suffragists unpatriotic for their militancy once the
United States entered World War I. Some women who wanted the right to vote agreed with
President Wilson. The other pro-suffrage group, the National American Women Suffrage
Association, with its Delaware affiliate the Delaware Equal Suffrage Association, used fewer
militant tactics. But the Silent Sentinels would not go away. In June 1917 angry crowds ripped
down banners they found unpatriotic, and the police arrested the female pickets on the charge
of blocking traffic. At their court trials, given a choice between paying a fine or going to jail, the
suffragists often chose jail. Two of the first six suffragists jailed were from Delaware: Mabel
Vernon and Annie Arniel. Florence Bayard Hilles was arrested soon after, choosing sixty days in
jail rather than pay a $25 fine. Pardoned by President Wilson after only three days in jail, the
Sentinels would not give up their posts. The arrests continued, and the sentences grew longer.
While in jail, some suffragists began hunger strikes prompting prison guards to force feed the
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women, denying them water, gagging them to prevent talking to other prisoners, chaining them
to their cells and forcing them to wear straitjackets. This action was so unpopular with the
public that arrests stopped. Finally, in March 1918, the District of Columbia Court of Appeals
ruled all suffrage related arrests illegal.

Equal Suffrage Association Banner, c. 1915, Delaware
Historical Society.

Made of DuPont “Fabrikoid”; carried in parades suspended
from a vertical pole. First carried in a parade on May 1,
1915. In the collection of the Delaware Historical Society.

This banner was carried by members of the Wilmington
Equal Suffrage Association, who were part of a suffrage
parade held in Philadelphia, PA on May 1, 1915. The ladies
started their march from their headquarters at 305
Delaware Avenue and then travelled down Market Street to
the Fourth Street wharf, where they took the boat to
Philadelphia to take part in the larger parade where this
banner made its first appearance.

After this, suffrage protestors moved across the street from the White House to
Lafayette Square and the arrests began again, this time for holding meetings on public
property. As winter came on, the protestors lit watchfires, for which there were more arrests.
In all, seven Delawareans went to jail for their suffrage work.

Mabel Vernon Annie Arniel
Florence Bayard Hilles Catherine Boyle
Annie McGee Mary Brown

Naomi Barrett

Of this group, Annie Arniel spent the most time in jail. A worker in a Wilmington leather factory,
Annie Arniel was arrested eight times and served a total of 103 days. During one of her arrests
for picketing Congress, Arniel was knocked senseless by the police.

*x, X
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Ultimately, President Wilson urged Congress to pass the Susan B. Anthony Suffrage
Amendment and after long debate in both chambers, the amendment finally passed in May and
June 1919. Delaware Representative Caleb R. Layton voted for the amendment. In the Senate,
L. Heisler Ball also supported it, but Josiah O. Wolcott voted against it. Some say the
amendment would have passed without the protestors, perhaps even more quickly, but others
say that protest was needed to get national attention and force Congressional action.

Even though the amendment passed, women still would not get the vote until it was
ratified by 36 states. Within ten months, 35 states had ratified the Nineteenth, or Susan B.
Anthony, Amendment to the Constitution, giving women the right to vote. Only one more state
was needed. Of the states remaining, Delaware seemed the best bet, for it had a Progressive
Republican governor, John G. Townsend, Jr., who was in favor of women’s suffrage, and a
Republican General Assembly. Therefore, from March to early June 1920, the eyes of the nation
focused on Delaware. For both Delaware suffragists and anti-suffragists, this was the last
chance. The suffragist leadership included the socially and politically prominent Florence
Bayard Hilles of the National Woman’s Party (formerly the Congressional Union) and Mabel
Lloyd Ridgely of the Delaware Equal Suffrage Association (soon to be the League of Women
Voters) adopting the yellow jonquil as their symbol and their colors, the traditional purple,
white, and yellow of the women’s suffrage movement. The equally prominent and indomitable
Mary Wilson Thompson and Emily Bissell led the anti-suffragists employing the colors red,
black, and white, and adopting the red rose as their symbol. Some commentators came to call
the ensuing battle in Dover ‘The War of the Roses.’

AL WONANY FARTY

The i
The Suffragist, Saturday, June 14, 1919. Delaware Historical S f ‘['
Society. Um ragls

Created for the Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage by Alice
Paul in 1913, The Suffragist was a weekly newspaper used to share
political news and efforts to advocate a suffrage amendment to the
Constitution. American artist, cartoonist, and women’s rights
activist Nina Allender drew the political cartoons found between its
covers. Allender relocated temporarily to Wilmington, Delaware in
April 1914, to head the Delaware Congressional Union for Equal
Suffrage and to coordinate a parade on May 2, 1914.
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To the suffragists, ratification was a question of equality and simple justice. To the anti-
suffragists, ratification overstepped the bounds of states’ rights and would reduce women'’s
special moral position in society. Would ratification pass, or would it fail? Neither side was
confident of victory, so both spared no effort in their attempt to influence legislators and their
constituents. Both sides held parades and meetings in Dover and throughout the state,
particularly in Sussex County, where the deciding votes lay. Leadership of the DESA held one of
the largest rallies on the Dover Green. Bands, decorated automobiles, and representatives from
every town in Delaware attended to help influence legislators. The pro-suffrage forces even
resorted to dropping leaflets from airplanes to catch people’s attention.

On May 5, the Delaware Senate ratified the amendment by a vote of 11 to 6. Women'’s
suffrage stood just eighteen House votes away from victory. Lobbying pressure became intense.
The president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, urged Democratic legislators to vote yes
to the amendment, but enough anti-suffrage stalwarts, like Democrat “Bull” McNabb of
Wilmington, held out against the suffrage pressure to keep the decision in doubt. Those who
opposed women’s suffrage had many reasons, from hostility to giving African American women
the vote and the fear that women would vote for Prohibition to a belief in the innate
intellectual inferiority of women. Finally, exhausted from months of lobbying pressure, the
members of the House of Representatives agreed to bring the session to close on a set day,
whether or not the suffrage bill came forward for a vote however, the House adjourned
without formally voting because it had become clear that there were not enough votes for
passage. The anti-suffragists rejoiced, and Mrs. Thompson was lifted aloft in a chair. But their
victory proved to be short-lived.

Suffragists had to look elsewhere for the thirty-sixth state to ratify the Nineteenth
Amendment. Victory came a few months later in Tennessee. By the margin of just one vote, a
young man ensured all women the right to vote in honor of his mother. Harry Burn, a state
representative in Tennessee previously opposed suffrage. On the day of the vote Burn received
a letter from his mother, urging him to support suffrage. Following his mother’s advice, Burn
voted for Women'’s Suffrage and the 19th Amendment was ratified on August 18, 1920.
Delaware did not officially ratify the 19™ Amendment until March 6, 1923.
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WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN DELAWARE TIMELINE

Compiled by the Delaware Historical Society. Updated in Summer 2019 by Anne M. Boylan, Professor Emerita of
History University of Delaware

1868 | Mary Ann Sorden Stuart of Greenwood begins to fight for women’s rights.

1869 | November 12 - Wilmington’s first women'’s rights convention. Abolitionist Thomas Garrett
presides, Lucy Stone speaks. Delaware Suffrage Association, with Emma Worrell as
Corresponding Secretary and Dr. John Cameron as Recording Secretary, founded. It affiliates
with Lucy Stone’s American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA).

1870s | Married women in Delaware receive the right to make wills, own property, and control their
earnings.

1878 | Mary Ann Sorden Stuart testifies before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee in favor of
women’s suffrage. Stuart is the Delaware representative for the National Woman Suffrage
Association (NWSA), led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony.

1881 | Mary Ann Sorden Stuart, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony address Delaware
General Assembly in an attempt to amend the state constitution to allow women’s suffrage.

1884 | Belva Lockwood, the “woman’s rights candidate for president,” speaks at Delaware College
in Newark at the invitation of the college’s women students. In 1885, the college’s trustees
end co-education, an “experiment” begun in 1872.

1888 | Delaware Woman’s Christian Temperance Union endorses women’s suffrage.

1890 | The AWSA and NWSA unite to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA).

1895 | Wilmington Equal Suffrage Club (or Association) organized.

Delaware Equal Suffrage Association (DESA) founded, affiliated with the National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). By May 1896, DESA has seventeen affiliated clubs.

June - Commencement exercises at Howard High School feature a debate on woman
suffrage and an address by Mary Church Terrell, first president of the National Association of
Colored Women (NACW).
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1896

December - Delaware State Grange endorses woman suffrage.

1897

January 13 - Carrie Chapman Catt, Martha Churchman Cranston, Emalea Pusey Warner,
Margaret White Houston, and Emma Worrell address hearing at Delaware constitutional
convention in favor of suffrage. The Committee on Elections votes against women'’s suffrage.

1900

Eligible women paying a real estate tax in Delaware can vote for school commissioners.

Wilmington’s Emily Bissell testifies before U.S. House & Senate Committees opposing
woman suffrage.

1909

DESA signs on to help NAWSA “great petition drive” for a federal suffrage amendment.

1911

Dr. Josephine White De Lacour, M.D., runs for election to the Wilmington school board, her
second time; she is supported by the Wilmington Equal Suffrage Association but is defeated.

1912

Led by Frank Stephens, the Arden single-tax colony forms a suffrage club, affiliated with
DESA.

Alice Paul becomes chair of Congressional Committee of NAWSA, bringing new life to the
suffrage movement through a demand for an amendment to the United States Constitution
alongside state-by-state efforts.

1913

Equal suffrage amendment to state constitution fails in Delaware General Assembly.

Alice Paul forms the Congressional Union (CU), affiliated with NAWSA but run separately,
and focusing on a national amendment.

February - “General” Rosalie Gardner Jones and her group of “suffrage pilgrims” walk
through Delaware on their way to the March 3 national suffrage parade in Washington, D.C.

March 3 - Delaware suffragists participate in the big national suffrage parade in Washington,
D.C. planned and carried out by NAWSA’s Congressional Committee, led by Alice Paul.
Spectators mob the suffragists.

Summer - Wilmington’s Mabel Vernon hired as a CU organizer for Delaware; holds a series
of suffrage meetings, including street corner speeches and rallies.

September
Florence Bayard Hilles hears Mabel Vernon speak at DESA’s suffrage tent at the State Fair in
Wilmington and is converted to the suffrage cause.
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Joint CU-DESA headquarters open at Seventh and Shipley streets in
Wilmington with Mabel Vernon in charge.

November 23 - Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, noted English suffragette, speaks in Wilmington.

December - Emily Bissell speaks before the U.S. House Rules Committee as President of the
Delaware Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage.

1914 | March - Florence Bayard Hilles becomes Delaware chairman of the CU; begins to plan
suffrage parade in Wilmington, May 2.

March 19 - Led by Alice Moore Dunbar (later Dunbar-Nelson) Emma Gibson Sykes, Blanche
Williams Stubbs, Mary J. Woodlen, Alice Gertrude Baldwin, and others, African American

suffragists organize the Equal Suffrage Study Club.

April 25 - DESA plants suffrage tree, a pin oak, at north end of Van Buren Street Bridge in
Wilmington.

May 2 - Big suffrage parade in Wilmington.

May 9 - Some Wilmington suffragists travel to Washington, D.C., to participate in national
parade.

Summer - Florence Bayard Hilles and Miss Elsie Hill speak in 7 towns on a two-day tour of
Delaware.

October - Wilmington Equal Suffrage Association holds school contest for best essays on
woman suffrage.

1915 | January - February - In support of equal suffrage amendment to state constitution, the
“Votes for Women Flyer,” Florence Bayard Hilles’s gaily decorated car, tours the state, taking
the suffrage message to many small towns.

February - Alice Paul re-brands the federal suffrage amendment as the “Susan B. Anthony”
amendment, to differentiate it from other proposals.

February — March - Blanche Williams Stubbs and Mary J. Woodlen publish letters in
Wilmington newspapers criticizing racist opposition to African American women's quest for

voting rights.

March - Equal suffrage amendment to state constitution fails in Delaware General Assembly.
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June - DESA and CU split, with DESA moving out of joint headquarters at 305 Delaware
Avenue in Wilmington.

July — November - Alice Moore Dunbar (later Dunbar-Nelson) travels throughout
Pennsylvania encouraging voters to support woman suffrage in the November referendum.
The referendum fails.

September - Mabel Vernon and Florence Bayard Hilles represent Delaware at the CU’s
Women Voters Convention in California.

September 25 - Florence Bayard Hilles (pro) and Emily Bissell (anti) debate woman suffrage
at a local Methodist Church.

November - Martha Churchman Cranston retires as DESA President after 20 years of service.
DESA has 270 dues-paying members.

1916

IM

April - Florence Bayard Hilles joins CU-sponsored “Suffrage Specia
suffrage states.

train trip through full-

June
DESA President Mary Clare Brassington attends both political party conventions to lobby for
suffrage planks in party platforms.

CU becomes National Woman’s Party, completing its split from NAWSA.

July - Alice Dunbar-Nelson attends Delaware CU convention as a “fraternal delegate” from
the Garrett Settlement House.

July 4 - Mabel Vernon heckles Woodrow Wilson from the platform at an event in
Washington.

July 8 - DESA Congressional Committee chair Mary Ospina polls all Delaware members of
Congress regarding their suffrage views.

August - Delaware Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs forms with Blanche Williams
Stubbs as president.

October 23 - DESA sponsors “Federal Amendment Day” in Wilmington.

November - Jeannette Rankin (R-Montana), becomes the first woman elected to serve in the
U.S. Congress. As an NAWSA organizer, Rankin visited Delaware in 1913.
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December
Delaware CU claims 36 branch organizations.

Mabel Vernon and Florence Bayard Hilles are in a group that unfurls a suffrage banner in
Congress during a speech by Woodrow Wilson.

1917

January - John G. Townsend, Jr., inaugurated as Delaware’s governor; declares his support
for suffrage.

January 10 - NWP “Silent Sentinels” begin to picket the White House.

February 3 - Florence Bayard Hilles (pro) and Mary Wilson Thompson (anti) issue statements
on the equal suffrage amendment being introduced into the Delaware General Assembly;
the amendment fails in late February.

February 18 - Fifteen “wage-earning women” from Delaware, including Annie Arniel, Mary E.
Brown, and Agnes Yerger and her daughter Naomi Schopfer go to Washington to do NWP
picket duty at the White House.

Delaware Association of Women Opposed to Woman’s Suffrage goes to

Dover for a General Assembly hearing.

March 1 - Delaware Day: all White House pickets, led by Mabel Vernon, are from Delaware.

April 6 - Woodrow Wilson officially declares war on Germany. NAWSA and NWP take
different positions on pursuing suffrage during wartime.

June 22 - First arrest of suffrage pickets at the White House.

June 25 - Twelve women arrested, including Mabel Vernon and Annie Arniel of Delaware, on
charge of “obstructing traffic.” Sentenced to 3 days in the District of Columbia jail.

July 14 - Sixteen women, including Florence Bayard Hilles, arrested at White House
sentenced to 60 days in the Occoquan Workhouse in Virginia. Pardoned by Woodrow Wilson

after serving 3 days of their sentence.

November 5 - Some jailed suffragists, including Alice Paul, begin hunger strikes in a bid to be
considered political prisoners.

November 6 - New York women win the right to vote through a referendum.

November 7 - Josephine Anderson du Pont holds a reception for Annie Arniel, just released
from the Occoquan Workhouse after serving 63 days.
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November 23 - DESA goes on record as opposing picketing.

1918 | January 10 - The U.S. House passes the suffrage amendment; sends it to the Senate.
March - Washington Court of Appeals declares all suffrage arrests, trials, punishments illegal.
June - A group of suffragist munitions workers from Delaware, led by Florence Bayard Hilles,
who also works in the factory, wait at the White House for 2 weeks in a futile effort to see
Woodrow Wilson.
August - Alice Dunbar-Nelson begins serving as a field representative for the Women'’s
Committee of the Council of National Defense.
August 6 - Arrests of White House pickets resume.
Fall - Eva Halpern Robin becomes DESA President.
October 1 - U.S. Senate (65th Congress) defeats suffrage amendment; both Delaware
senators vote against it.
November - DESA collects over 11,000 signatures on a suffrage petition to Delaware’s two
senators; members hand out suffrage literature at the polls.
November 11 - Armistice ends the Great War (World War |).
December 2 - Woodrow Wilson urges the new 66th Congress to pass the suffrage
amendment when it convenes in December 1919.
December 16 - Suffragists begin to burn Woodrow Wilson’s words in watch fires in front of
the White House.

1919 | January 1 - 20 - Perpetual watch fires lit at the White House. Delaware suffragists Catherine

Boyle, Annie Arniel, Mary E. Brown, Annie McGee, Adelina Piunti, Naomi Schopfer Barrett
and others participate. Several arrested.

February 9 - President Woodrow Wilson burned in effigy at the White House.

February 10 - U.S. Senate (65th Congress) defeats suffrage amendment. Both Delaware’s
U.S. Senators vote no.

May 19 - Wilson calls new 66th Congress into special session.
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May 21 - U.S. House (66th Congress) passes suffrage amendment.

June 4 - U.S. Senate (66th Congress) approves suffrage amendment. 36 states needed to
ratify.

Summer - DESA and NWP lobby Governor Townsend to call a special session of the General
Assembly to consider ratification.

June 26 - DESA holds “victory luncheon” in Wilmington; makes plans for Delaware
ratification.

August 3 - NWP ratification rally in Wilmington. Alice Gertrude Baldwin speaks on “The
Colored Teacher’s Tale.”

August 9 - Ratification rally held in Dover.

November - DESA votes to open a headquarters in Dover in anticipation of a special session
being called; elects Dover’s Mabel Lloyd Ridgely as president.

1920

March 22 - June 2 - Special Session of Delaware General Assembly to consider suffrage
amendment. Pro and Anti forces mobilize for a big fight. Great national interest because if
successful, Delaware would be the final state needed to ratify. Senate ratifies; House does
not.

April - Alice Dunbar-Nelson and Florence Bayard Hilles together address gatherings of
Delaware African American suffragists.

April 5 - Emma Gibson Sykes published letter in Sunday Star criticizing racist opposition to
woman suffrage.

April 20 - Big suffrage rally in Dover.

June 2 - Delaware General Assembly adjourns without ratifying the amendment.
August 18 - Tennessee becomes the final state to ratify the 19th Amendment.
August 26 - Woman's suffrage becomes part of the United States Constitution.

August — November - Delaware women organize, register, and go to the polls. DESA
regroups as League of Women Voters (LWV).

1923

Delaware General Assembly ratifies the 19th Amendment.
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